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Resuming the conversations previously produced in “Violent Acts of Architecture’, this seires
of lectures continue to explore architecture’s ambiguous relationship with violence.

Moving from the violence performed by architecture to the intrinsic vulnerability of the
architectural object and its subjection to the external forces that alter its project, these lectures
intend to question the space of such distinction.

What is challenged in this move (and sometimes literally exploded) is the opposition of order
and disorder, chaos and control, form and formlessness in the making of architecture.

The ambiguity of architecture’s relationship with violence allows for a reconsideration of
violence in architecture that becomes part of its project - a tool to dismantle established
historical languages and categories, to question forms of order, and to work in time to produce
an architecture of the dynamic.

What is ultimately questioned here is the shift of intentionality in the project of architecture,
from a controlling form-defining prescription to an enabling moving strategy. Inevitably, this
questioning will open up the space between architecture and building.

The lectures are structured around key words that suggest different articulations of the
relationship of architecture with violence; each is explored through architectural projects and
texts by architects, philosophers and theoreticians.

Session one:  FLASHBACK

A summary of the key issues and stories previously examined by “Violent Acts of
Architecture’: the architecture of the disaster (Blanchot to Woods); architecture and the
discipline of the body (Ledoux); divisions, internments and the construction of otherness
(Foucault); falls and fireworks (Tschumi); battle lines (Le Corbusier); ambiguous building types
and violent laughters (Bataille); under attack (9/11).

Session two:  VIOLENCE
An introduction to theories and definitions of violence, from Walter Benjamin to Hannah
Arendt, from Georges Sorel to Slavoj Zizek.

Session three: EXPLOSIONS, CUTTINGS AND PIECES
On the undoing of the integrity of the architectural object, via the works of Giovanni Battista
Piranesi, Gordon Matta-Clark and Kurt Schwitters.

Session four:  WAR

From ‘urbicide’ as cultural obliteration, to the idea of pervasive environmental attack, and the
poetry of deterrence: on the agency of sudden change in relation to the slow project of
architecture.

Session five: OBSOLESCENCE
On industrial remains, dead technology and the availability of the contemporary ruin. Reuse
and reinvention beyond use.

Session six: FIRE



From architecture as thermodynamics — a form of temporary equilibrium of the competing
forces of construction and destruction - to the theory of the accident — for which sudden
destruction is embedded in and enabled by the technologies that make architecture possible.

Session seven: VIRUS
From terrain vagues to viral spaces and parasitical architectures: infiltrations, transgressions,
transformations and coexistence in the contemporary city and architecture.
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