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  The article ‘Lethal theory’ by Eyal Weizman is quite a provocative piece, not simply due to the 
manner in which it is written, it presents arguments in a non-biased manner, but what is provocative 
about it is the thoughts and questions that it brings forward. 
The piece outlines the manner in which the Israeli Defence Force used an alternative methodology 
for their military tactics when organizing a strike on Nablus in April of 2002, and the theory that 
prompted this change in tactics. When planning this strike Brigadier General Aviv Kokhavi, a military 
tactician, re-assessed the typical typology of spaces within an urban environment, and in a sense, 
inverted the usage which is associated with each of these types. Public/private, interior/exterior, 
street/house; the meanings for all of these spaces were re-assessed.

Kevin Lynch, an American urban planner, defi ned the following 
spaces within his book titled ‘The image of the city’1:
Paths- streets, sidewalks, and other channels in which people travel;
Edges- perceived boundaries such as walls and, buildings.
Districts- relatively large sections of the city distinguished by some 
identity or character;
Nodes- focal points, intersections or loci;
Landmarks- readily identifi able objects which serve as external 
reference points.

General Kokhavi and the IDF used edges as paths, creating openings and passages through 
walls and buildings, thus allowing them to avoid paths, nodes and landmarks such as streets, 
intersections, doors, and windows, and thus avoid attacks from their enemy. 

Deleuze and Guattari wrote about various spacial typologies within 
their book ‘A Thousand Plateaus’. Chapter 14, titled ‘The Smooth 
and Striated’ speaks about smooth and striated space, spaces of 
a static nature, and spaces of a fl uid nature. Striated space relates 
to gridded, linear, state space, while smooth space relates to open, 
non-linear nomad space. It appears as though the IDF have used 
Military tactics which would usually apply to smooth space and 
applied them to striated spaces, allowing them to move through 
gridded areas of housing in a more ‘fl uid’ manner. 

This type of military tactic highlights the fact that architectural and urban design theory does not 
necessary translate directly into architecture, but has room for translation; and while there is room 
for translation into architecture, there is also room for translation into other fi elds, such as military 
combats techniques; and also that this type of theory can be used as a justifi cation.

This type of warfare brings forward more than questions of spacial 
typologies, but questions of the right and liberties of the inhabitants 
of spaces. Soldiers crashing through the wall of the civilian 
population speaks of a massive violation of civil rights, and also of 
the manner in which the IDF view the occupants of this town, as 
people with no rights, there is no distinguishing between military and 
civilian.
The third image on this page is symbolic of the manner in which 
this type of warfare operates; spaces are reversible, with buildings 
viewed as paths, and civilians viewed as military personnel. Theory 
has a tendency to be slightly ambiguous in that it can be translated 
to support a range of actions in practice.
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