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The introduction to “Up against the Wall” by 
Michael Sorkin outlines the many impacts of the 
security wall between Israel and Palestine, ranging 
from the division of two cultures who have been in 
confl ict, to the cutting off of family members from 
one another. This concrete wall symbolizes not 
only the breakdown of any type of negotiations 
between these two states, but the refusal to even 
live as neighbors. A wall such as this one is not 
merely about delineation of space, it entirely 
separates and detaches the two states of Israel 
and Palestine, and is symbolic as well as functional.

The very nature of the wall is not the only aspect of the debate, 
there is also the fact that rather than separate a segment of the 
state for one culture to inhabit, it also encroaches upon that very 
segment which was delineated in 1947, and attempts to allocate 
more land for Israel. While this wall does separate two states, it also 
negates and dismisses a problem rather than try to fi nd a solution.
The fi rst image indicates the extent to which land has been 
allocated towards Israel since 1946. The green area on each map 
indicates Palestinian land, with the white indicating Israeli controlled 
land. The steady decrease in land controlled by Palestine can be 
seen between the fi rst map (1947) and the fourth (2000). The fi nal 
map shows the hope that one there will be no wall, and no division, 
only a single state of tolerance, the question is how to achieve this.

A very interesting aspect to this wall is actually the resistance that 
people who oppose the wall are creating, and the fact that this 
resistance does not come in the form of a physical attack on the 
wall, but rather by means of art, graffi ti, and political statements. 

Image two shows a political statement with the phrase “Ich Bin 
Ein Berliner”, which translates to “I am a Berliner” painted on the 
wall. This relates the Israel/Palestine wall to the Berlin Wall, and also 
uses the Berlin wall as an example for what will hopefully happen 
to this wall if an understanding is reached. The third image is also 
a political statement reading “To exist is to resist”. This seems to 
relate to the Palestinians who are living in this area, possibly on the 
Israeli side, and saying that by staying in that area, in their homes, 
with their families is to resist both the function of the wall, and its 
symbolism of detachment and intolerance.

Images three and four are graffi ti pieces done by the artist 
Banksy. They speak of his stance on the wall being wrong, but 
also symbolise freedom and hope. The fi gures in the graffi ti are 
both children, possibly indicating they are the more silent victims 
of a travesty such as this, they are being raised in a state of 
segregation,  discrimination, and if this structure remains, of hate 
and misunderstanding of the ‘other’.
Through this type of creative resistance more people will become 
aware of the impact of this wall, not only of the separation of the 
states, but on the people who live within this area.


