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In “The Right to the City”, Harvey argues that the process of 
urbanisation arises only through a need to concentrate and 
reinvest surplus capital – thus placing the right to change our 
cityscapes in the hands of those privileged few who occupy the 
upper socioeconomic echelons of the class hierarchy.

Through a determined listing of instances of dispossession and 
subjugation of people in areas the process of capitalist-driven 
urbanisation, Harvey asserts that the “freedom to make and 
remake our cities” is a basic human right that has been stripped 
from those in lower socioeconomic groups by capitalist forces 
and the increasing prevalence of the neoliberalist economic 
paradigm. 

Harvey is an advocate for our common right, as a collective and 
powerful whole, to change ourselves by changing our city – and 
suggests that the abolishment of capitalism is a means by which 
to reinstate this right. What Harvey fails to address, however, is 
that the problem of dispossession and poverty in our cities lays 
not with the process of urbanisation itself, but with the increasing 
divide between the wealthy few and the underprivileged many. 

Urbanisation, and the subsequent dispossession of people in 
the midst of land and property development, is a symptom of 
an increasing disparity between the extremities of the class 
hierarchy. 
It is also not the only model for urbanisation that exists 
today – nor do all attempts to urbanise seek to alienate the 
underprivileged. 

In the quest for social and economic mechanisms to reduce 
poverty, neoliberalism has become a poster scapegoat. It is 
undeniable that deregulation and increased privatisation of 
once-public sectors may have contributed somewhat to the 
dispossession of people in urbanising areas, due to their general 
tendency to favour the wealthy classes – but to suggest that this 

is the only mechanism that has contributed to poverty, or that 
examples of positive change through free trade policies do not 
exist is both incorrect and cynical.  

There is no doubt that financial profitability of land and 
property development can be a defining factor in the process 
of urbanisation. However, to conclude that this is the only 
factor which governs the spread of urbanisation is disturbingly 
reductionist.

The urbanization of our cities is instigated by more that just 
a “developmental drive that seeks to colonize space for the 
affluent”. Not every large, capitalist corporation or neoliberal 
government exists purely to make profit – the needs and desires 
of the people are considered. 

Do We All Have An Equal Right to the City?
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