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In this essay, I will be discussing the response of the proposed redevelopment of the Ground Zero site 
in New York analysing if this is a suitable response to the violence that had been inflicted upon the 
people. It will take the position of those who were directly involved as participants of this tragic event 
and the significance of this architectural proposal to the process of them resolving what had happened. 
The validity and the effectiveness of the proposed redevelopment of the site will assessed in terms of its 
appropriateness in responding to the psychological or emotional rather than the physical impact that this 
event had on people.

These facts will be discussed in terms of the way in which the site is dealt with. Looking at the book 
“Traumascapes” by Maria Tumarkin, this essay will question the propriety of the buildings and memorial 
that are being erected in place of the World Trade Twin Towers. It will question the memorial in terms of 
its significance to the victims of this attack as well as a symbol to commemorate what had happened on 
that very site – whether this is a form of catharsis or merely just “another sentimental landmark” (Tumarkin 
2005). 

*A memorial being that which is different to a cemetery or a mass grave as Ground Zero is devoid of bodily 
remains of the disaster

The buildings that are being proposed will also be looked at in terms of the balance that they hold in 
regard to preserving the memory of the past as well as providing a sense of closure and hope for the 
future (if closure is something that can even be attained in the first place, or is the effects on the individuals 
something that has to be endured and not resolved?)

The short movie by Sean Penn as part of a series of short films entitled “Eleven Minutes, Nine Seconds, 
One Image: September 11” will be referenced as a cinematic portrayal of the effects of this violence on a 
participant in this event. 

Discussion points:
•     The importance of the site / place to the individual who is a participant to the violence inflicted. 
Thinking, grieving, remembering, attraction – all needs the right spaces
•     Memorial at previous WTC footprints – what is its role? How does it deal with the violence inflicted upon 
the nation and how it attempts to be, in itself, a form of closure for those affected? 
•     New World Trade Centre proposal. Its relationship to the collapsed buildings. Its part in the reconciliation 
of the past and the future hope of the city and its people. 

This essay will conclude in discussing Ground Zero and the memorial as well as the proposed new World 
Trade Centre in terms of their propriety and their notions in addressing the violence that was inflicted on 
the people. It will critique the response that the memorial and trade centre gives highlighting the success 
and failures of its response. 






