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I n t r o d u c t i o n

This booklet is an assembly of different reflective text on the topic of anthropocene and feminizm. It undertakes the anthropocene age of today inwhich the human 
urban living is constantly expanding and affecting the wild life on earth. The phenomonon of urban wildlife is important to undertake. Through an anthropogenic lens 
I have carefully looked at the site of London and the wild foxes that inhabit it. Through readings and responsive reflections I have talked about our understanding of 
London’s urban fox and the way urban living impacts them. 

The booklet is arranged under six chapters containing texst and explorative collage. The collages are an attempt to shift our preception of the fox and to explore an 
alternative way of telling their story. 

This study has allowed for deeper understaning of a feminist approach to an anthropocene topic. It has given a greater understanding of how human life on earth is 
impacting wildlife and given an opportunity to bring forward the importance of how we coexist with non human spiecies on earth. Eventually this booklet became an 
attempt to shift the readers view and to look into a world of someone else. W



01.  Londons Urban Fox

“ My dog and I were crestfallen. In the early-morning chill, the fox lay lifeless on the sidewalk 
in front of us, her thick, honey-colored fur damp with rain, her golden-brown eyes staring 
blankly at the road, where she’d presumably been hit by a vehicle.”        

                                                                                                                               – Christopher Werth
 

The streets of London is home to an assumed 10.000 urban 
foxes, where of 33.000 in Britain in total. They are often seen 
in during night under the protection of the dark, or in the foggy 
dawn, on their way to their home underneath a shed or on railway 
embankment. Food is to be found in the traces of humans, in a 
bin or dropped on the sidewalk topped up with ketchup after a 
long night out. In a large city like London, these animals often 
live short and brutal lives, often ended by motor vehicles or dying 
from diseases.

Foxes began encroaching on British cities in the 1930s, or 
rather, the city encroached on the foxes. In the years between the 
two World Wars, Britain’s suburbs pushed deep into the fox’s 
natural habitat in the English countryside, and in response, many 
foxes headed for the inner city. Today, they are not welcome by 
many in the human landscape.

Humankind had caused mass extinctions of plant and animal 
species, polluted the oceans and altered the atmosphere, among 
other lasting impacts. With the rapid growth of cities, we are 
taking over land and territories affecting life on earth. In this 
Anthropocene age where humans urban living is constantly 
expanding, the phenomenon of the urban wildlife is important to 
undertake. In this study I want to look into how the natural lives 
of foxes in London are affected by human urban life and how we 
can ‘care’ for the animals that live among us.



Humans have been committed to their own survival throughout 
history and have had a large impact on the environment and other 
living species. Humankind have breeded plants and animals 
to meet their needs and desires. Wild animals are also hugely 
affected by humankind in particular by the intrusion of  our built 
environment which are now developing into urban landscapes. 
Due to their high levels of pollution and toxins these environ-
ments are known to be dangerous and harming to animals.

Animals have for long been a part of the urban environment. 
Cats, dogs, rats and pigeons are examples of animals that have 
learnt to thrive in the built environment and withstands bacteria 
and the rough urban life. Many of them have become dependent 
on human activity. Research indicate that urbanization often 
increases the population of non-native species while reducing 
that of native species. This results in an overall reduction in 
biodiversity.

02.  The exhausted Predator

In the process of constructing cities one can argue that cities have been acting in self interest by ignor-
ing the needs of its former inhabitants and thereby decreasing the biodiversity. A biodiversity that is 
important for a natural sustainability for all life forms. Including human.  In other words, this will make 
for a exhausted predator in a ‘deserted landscape’, instead of a specialist mastering its niche in a ‘lush 
jungle’ .

“Now that the human species faces its own annihilation, and does so precisely because it has remained 
committed absolutely to its own survival as uniquely human and blessed with a duty to live that distingu-
ishes it from other species, quite different questions from that of self-maintenance, normative consisten-
cy and the necessity of living on need to be addressed.”

                                                                                                                                 – Claire Colebrook



03.  One of The Same

‘We stared at each other, the fox and I, for a charged moment. Her eyes were a pale 
bronze and seemed bright and aware. She turned away and trotted down the street 
towards my house. She wasn’t in a rush at all. We walked for a while, her in front, 
me a few paces behind. In those seconds I got the sense that we were one and the 
same, mammals, predators, denizens of the earth …’ ¹                                                                                                               

London’s foxes has been debated for many years by the 
people of England. Are they a pest, or beautiful wild 
animals coloring the urban landscape. In England, no 
other animal attracts such controversy. No other animal 
has provoked more column space or been debated with 
such polarization. Perceived variously as a beautiful 
animal, a cunning rouge, a vicious pest and a worthy 
foe. As the ubiquitous wild animals it is, it is not clearly 
understood.²

“Thing-power materialism, for its part, focuses on ener-
getic forces that course through humans and cultures 
without being exhausted by them. It pursues the quixotic 
task of a material- is that not also an anthropology. Its 
political potential residesinitsability to induce a greater 
sense of interconnectedness between humanity and non 
humanity”. (Bennet, 2004, The Force of Things: Steps 
toward an Ecology of Matter Author(s))

In the text: The Force of Things: Steps toward an 
Ecology of Matter Author(s), Jane Bennet introduces 
“Thing-power”. Thing-power materialism emphasizes 
the closeness, the intimacy, of humans and nonhumans. 
How we perceive ‘things’ and how we as humans relate 
to the nonhuman. The fox’s perceived villainy has much 
to do with our attitude to the earth and the way we treat 
it. The fox is a problem only insofar as it affects our own 
interests – and that problem is often exaggerated to suit 
other agendas. Intentions of spite and malevolence have 
been projected onto the fox for many years when, in fact, 
it is simply a wild animal, acting according to its nature.²
We can discuss and argue wether London’s urban foxes 
are animals of joy or animals of distruction. But what is 
unarguable is that they are a part of a world in which we 
depend on. In which we exist.  And what does it really 
matter? The meaing and purpouse we impose onto 
them? What if this discussion had a shift of focus? 

The foxes in this case stands as an example of an attitude 
towards the nonhuman. Deleuze and Guattari describe 
the earth as “an immense abstract machine whose pieces 
are the various assemblages and individuals, each of 
which groups together an infinity of particles entering 
into an infinity of more or less interconnected relations.” 
¹ One can also question what is human and nonhuman, 
when these are all matters that rely on eachother to exist.

 By minimizing harm on humans and other lifeforms, 
we enabling thereby greater thriving of all life. Ethical 
motivation needs to draw upon co-feeling or sympathy 
with suffering, and also upon a certain love of the world 
itself, or enchantment with it. (Bennet, 2004, The Force 
of Things: Steps toward an Ecology of Matter Author(s))



04.  A different Truth

How is the design research affecting our work? What is the importance of a preposition 
within a design research project?  Being conscious about the opportunities that lays 
within how we think about, observe and follow through our design research can be very 
important for the impact of the project. 

This storybook is an attempt to position the research through closely taking care of 
London as a site of anthropomorphic evidence. By caring for this site I attempt to define 
a ‘void’ of research and understand the lives of the urban foxes in London from a different 
angle. By understanding how we veiw them and from a human point of view, I wish to give 
a different angle and a shift in discussion through imagening the foxes veiw into the urban 
lives they live. This will hopefully also bring light onto how  human’s urban living effect 
wildlife in general. By research results in a story about the foxes of London, told from a 
alternative point of view. 

In her lecture, Helen Running is giving light to the importance of articulating the hypothesis. 
Actively raising questions such as; who are we designing for and how do we observe it? Are 
there possible impacts?
It is important in research to understand that you are making it from a certain point of view 
which impacts the outcome of that research. Your positioning in the research is therefore 
important in the way that the story is told and what you are revealing. How is our research 
adding to a body of understanding? In this it can be important to strive to cover a ‘void’ in 
research. Or to produce a ‘void’. By doing so you are seeking not only to backup a theory, but 
trying to reveal a new point of view. A new angle to a questing.

Through the lense of anthropocene and feminism, we start to understand what that angle and 
state of study is. We are looking at a specific site in which the humans have made an impact 
on it’s state. By closely recording and caring for that specific site we create a body of research, 
not necessarily given an end result, but rather exploring an alternative understanding of that 
site and context. A new understanding through the method of design research.
  



 The light mercifully withdraws, as to give me break form the 
chaos about to break out. Hungry stomachs, restless legs, pulling ears. It 
is time for them to emerge from the erth, 14 weeks has already passed. But 
food needs to be fetched for a family of 5, once more. The protection of 
The Shed is no longer needed as I can hunt when the men has gone home. 
Silenced. Closed their doors. 

05.  A Tale about Vixie

First challenge is on. 
 The crossing of the hunting zone. 

We call them treasureboxes. It’s is hard 
to smell, but with a trained eye, you 
learn to spot them. Thet are tall, made 
of hard, often dark material.  If you 
are strong and long, like me, you might 
reach into the opening on top. Or even 
tilt one over if its unsteady enough. 
And in there lays all the goods one can 
imagiane. Wonder who hunted them? 

She had been been late at dawn, prowdley running home with a pigeon for supper. 
And there, out of the blue, she was attached. The red creature with eyes lit up as fire. 
Round legs allow it to run faster than any other animal known. And there, at the 
hunting zone, she was killed. The pigeon never reached her cubs. It was a hard sum-
mer. Therephore,  I am even quicker crossing the black hard ground of the hunting 
zone tonight. 

With a half eaten piece of meat from the treasure box and a somewhat 
small pigeon, I cross the Hunting Zone on my way back to the Shed. Not 
exactly a fiest, but it will do. The night is still young, the men will be quiet 
for a while more. I pass Vixies erth and it reminds me. I need to teach my 
own about the treasure box. And the hunting zone. Cause I might end up 
like Vixie sometime soon. 



06.  The other story Here is the dead bird, people.
Here is the fox, folks.
 Trash spread on the ground. So 
the fox hopes.

Here are the screams, friends.
The sound of the fox, folk.
 Closed curtains and minds. Get rid of the 
red noise .

Here are babies, friends, 
that live in the trash, loves. 
 Red skin needs care. Hunting
trash the only hope.

Here is the earth, people.
Here are only the folks.
 The colors  fled the conutry, afraid 
of the folk, folks.
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