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When a disconcertingly vast 
amount of species turn extinct 
within a relatively short period 
of geological time, we call this 
a period of “mass extinction”.

Seemingly uninterrupted 
stretches of trees seen by 
commuters paint a pretty 
picture - one fi lled with 
fertile, biodiverse and 
limitlessly untouched land.

They might end up learning 
about me in a museum, which 
also has a place reserved for 
them.
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ANTHROPOCENE FEMINISM

A Purpose Beyond the Loss 
of Consciousness

I solemnly swear to tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help me GodGod Humans.

Prospect of
Presentiment
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Humans are able to extract 
me from my habitat, for 
several purposes, and try to 
replicate me afterwards in 
an attempt to disguise my 
absence.

I now surrender to your 
assessment of the state 
of disrepair I reside in, by 
testifying.

Perhaps only, if a suiting 
solution to my unsustainable 
replacement is achieved, will 
I feel dignity, in serving as an 
inanimate material.
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Anthropocene Feminism
INTRODUCTION From Plant to Plantation is a collection of 

accounts addressing the state in which 
planet Earth currently resides since the start 
of human industrial activity, also known 
as the Anthropocene. The term derives 
from the 1980s and has been popularized 
by chemist and atmospheric scientist Paul 
Crutzen. The Anthropocene is characterised 
by the irreversible ecological impact on the 
planet directly caused by human activity. 
Irrefutably, an indelible geological mark 
has been left on Earth’s skin which serves 
- perhaps in a post-human era - as an 
incriminating historical textbook.

One of the most demoralising and concrete 
acts of habitat destruction causing severe 
and immediate defaunation, is the utter 
annihilation of one of the most lively and 
biodiverse environments, Earth’s forests. 

From Plant to Plantation concentrates on 
this particular act of planet degradation 
by initially establishing the (de)forested 
fabric globally, additionally targeting 
deforestation on national scale, namely 
the notion of Swedish retention forests. 
The accounts experience a transition of 
narrator by addressing the pernicious habitat 
destruction through the perspective of 
the tree as a living organism, attempting to 
shift mankind’s stubborn attitude towards 
the realisation of what their materialistic 
appetite truly affects.

The imagery is a result of photograph 
manipulations intending to impact its 
audience through visualizing the narrative’s 
critical attitude and sentiment.

The experimentation of engaging with pivotal 
environmentally exhausted controversies 
by the written and visual portrayal of either 
living or inanimate organisms through 
a feminist approach, has developed an 
innovative and supplementary approach 
to addressing issues from the interests 
of non-humans. Such a multifaceted 
understanding enriches future design 
strategies, especially in terms of the ability 
to speak on behalf of the voiceless - or the 
silenced. Anthropocene feminist story-telling 
and site-writing therefore inevitably provokes 
the questioning of and the refl ection on 
humanity’s activity and sole jurisdiction of 
planet Earth.
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EXHAUSTION

Life in the Sixth Mass 
Extinction

When a disconcertingly vast amount of 
species turn extinct within a relatively short 
period of geological time, thought to be 
due to factors such as a catastrophic global 
event or widespread environmental change 
that occurs too rapidly for most species 
to adapt, we call this a period of “mass 
extinction”.¹ Earth, often referred to as the 
planet on which “we” (Homo sapiens) reside 
despite our mere historical existence on it, 
has till date endured fi ve periods of mass 
extinction throughout its 4.5 billion year 
lifespan. The fi fth and most recent mass 
extinction occurred over 65 million years ago, 
when a disastrous combination of immense 
proportion combining fatal volcanic activity, 
extreme climate change and a catastrophic 
collision between an asteroid and earth wiped 
away 76% of all life on earth.² What’s causing 
the sixth?
Us.

According to the concurring notions of 
scientists, biologists and geologists, we 
now reside on the brink of the sixth mass 
extinction. Earth is in its early stages of a new 
mass extinction as a result of human behaviour 
- habitat destruction and global climate 
disruption. Research led by biologist Stuart 
Pimm at Duke University has been able to put 
an unsettling number on the rate of extinction 
of species on Earth. Pimm’s study suggests 
that, without the existence of humans on 
the planet, on average a mere one type of 
species went extinct per 10 million years. 
With our existence on this planet however, 
this number has soared to 1000 species. 
Humans are killing species faster than they are 
created.³ One of the most demoralising and 
concrete acts of habitat destruction causing 
severe and immediate defaunation, is the 
utter annihilation of one of the most lively and 
biodiverse environments, Earth’s forests. 

The insaturable need for clear-cutting for 
subsistence farming and commercial farming, 
unsustainable logging for timber, expansion for 
urbanisation and fuel wood removal is creating 
the Holocene Extinction. With one and a half 
acres of forest being cut down every second, 
the entire rainforest will have disappeared 
within approximately 100 years.  The forests 
that face 49 tons of steel bulldozer have 
no chance of a fair fi ght, which is why I’m 
interested in ‘taking care’ of Earth’s (de)
forested sites.
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“One of the most 
demoralising and concrete 
acts of habitat destruction 
causing severe and 
immediate defaunation, 
is the utter annihilation of 
one of the most lively and 
biodiverse environments, 
Earth’s forests.” 4
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“They might end up 
learning about me in a 
museum, which also has a 
place reserved for them.”

EXHAUSTION

02

Exhibit Botanica: 
Irresilient to Man

In between densely packed layers of soil, 
arteries upon arteries of roots are intricately 
tucked away. As they rest under stretches of 
land, slowly water along with inorganic nutrients 
are absorbed within, whilst also storing food 
and other nutrients for when hunger arises. As 
these concealed tentacles mature, I feel them 
anchoring my body to the ground. Provided with 
minerals and strength, my torso enlarges year 
by year, delicately cracking open bark whilst 
solidifying records of my age. Microscopic 
crawlers commute to work along the highway of 
my skin. Once reaching the tips, life emerges from 
branches which fl ourish seasonally, attracting 
other life, fl ying life, that seek nourishment or 
shelter. As decennia pass, branches evolve and 
entangle and once strong enough, they are 
accompanied by even larger life, four-legged 
life that lurk down to the depths of my feet, 
awaiting their prey. As I grow, I become a bigger 
part of Earth’s natural habitat, an interdependent 
network fi lled with life of all types and sizes where 
I am a nonpartisan vessel of the environment, 
I simply enable all life surrounding me with no 
partiality.

Over the years I’ve noticed a paradigm shift. As 
leaves collect sunlight and carbon dioxide along 
with roots absorbing water, these elements are 
used to make proteins to sustain my life. During 
this process, the excess oxygen I produce I 
release back into the atmosphere. This is how I 
sustain your life. For some reason however, I’ve 
noticed there are becoming fewer and fewer of 
me. Together, we currently cover a third of the 
Earth but at the current rate of loss there will 
be barely any left of me. Every second one and a 
half acres fi lled with us are ripped out from our 
neighbourly soil, savagely sliced and on many 
occasion, callously burnt. The roots that once 
slept in serenity, incessantly working modestly 
underground to preserve life, are industrially 
eradicated. I am home to 80% of wildlife and 
vegetation on land whose environment is being 
destroyed. Many cannot survive the destruction 
causing complete future extinction of their kind. 
An act of utter extermination. Disrepair.

Humanity deems my existence as one of the many 
mere tools in their toolbox which is fully at their 
disposal, even though I sustain Earth and their 
life by providing wildlife with its habitat, providing 
them with oxygen and absorbing greenhouse 
gasses that fuel global warming. Humanity 
ceaselessly seems to require more from me “for it 
is man whose drive to mastery for the sake of his 
own self-maintenance has resulted in an unwitting 
suicide” (Coolbrook 2014). They might end up 
learning about me in a museum, which also has a 
place reserved for them.
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OBJECTIFICATION OF THINGS

Behind the Billboard of 
Contrived Retention Forests

One of the reasons there are becoming fewer and fewer 
of me, is the human evaluation of my existence as a 
mere means of resource for their “collection of things”. 
Subsequently, according to their socially-related scale 
of categorisation, I am specifi ed as an inventory object 
subject to their disposal (Appadurai, 2006). For instance 
my adopted purpose in Sweden, the world’s third largest 
exporter of paper, pulp and sawn wood products. 
However, as I am in fact a living and breathing organism 
nurturing and protecting Earth’s natural habitat, some 
humans deem my existence as just that, an object of 
nature. This categorisation has led to the need of then 
having to preserve objects of the natural habitat: the 
notion of retention forests.

The boundless harvesting of forests for the creation 
of human’s momentary desired objects cause severe 
environmental ramifi cations. In an attempt to subdue 
this exhaustion, a new approach has been formulated 
in The Swedish Forestry Model which commenced over 
two decades ago. It is based on the retention, at the 
time of harvesting, of structures and organisms living 
within the forest’s natural environment. The retention of 
areas containing living and dead trees, aims to maintain 
biodiversity and sustain ecological functions, acting as a 
continuation in the landscape - a life boat for species to 
be able to survive the destruction of their matured and 
complex original habitat.

Retention patches are located adjacent to production 
forestry, lakes, wetlands and often in Sweden, along 
highways. The allocated position of retention forests 
alongside roads is rather questionable. Essentially these 
seemingly uninterrupted stretches of trees seen by 
commuters paint a pretty picture - one fi lled with fertile, 
biodiverse and limitlessly untouched land - perhaps 
serving as a metaphor for Sweden’s reputation for 
sustainable forestry.  What lays behind this billboard of 
contrived retention forests?

Clearcut fi elds. Once vivacious, resilient organisms of 
Earth fi lled with a diversity of creatures lurking in the 
depths of the forest, forest that dates back to centuries 
ago. Once harvested, the former forests are replaced 
by industrial tree plantations. These plantations are not 
even distinguished from natural forest-ecosystems when 
accounting for the quantity of forest, despite being 
detrimentally different. Within this difference lies the 
explanation as to why a seemingly sustainable forestry 
management isn’t what is seems. 

The conversion leads to documented severe reduce in 
biodiversity, the small remaining natural areas cannot 
support viable populations of affected local species. 
Trees such as Scots Pine’s do no longer reach the age 
of 700 years which allow them to die a natural death, in 
plantations they are cut at the age of 60-90 which does 
not allow for species relying on dead trees to survive. 
The forests are unable to regenerate naturally as they are 
deliberately replaced, which in turn reduces soil fertility in 
terms of nutrient content and moisture retention capacity 
which ultimately undermines long-term land productivity. 
Within plantations the micro-climate also changes which 
weakens the ecological resistance to extreme climatic and 
environmental changes.

Ultimately, I will eternally be objectifi ed. Despite the 
classifi cation, humanity’s materialistic appetite will prevail 
and render me extinct; either through their industrialised 
conversion of me into a temporal commodity or through 
their belated objective to return me back to my initial 
purpose of being part of untainted nature.

“Ultimately, I will eternally 
be objectifi ed. Despite the 
classifi cation, humanity’s 
materialistic appetite will 
prevail and render me 
extinct.”
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ANTHROPOCENE STORY-TELLING

I solemnly swear to tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, so help me GodGod humans

04

Given my pleads, my attests to evidence, my 
invitation to question my objectifi cation, I now 
surrender to your assessment of the state of 
disrepair I reside in, by testifying. Testifying to 
that exact state in which I reside.

A persistently polluting level of noise seems 
to have surrounded me ever since I was born 
here. It seems as though my neighbours 
are at the root of this very displacement of 
commotion. As the sun rises, I greet crawling 
creatures emerging from the earth that 
seek nourishment, birds I let rest on the 
tentacles of my chest throughout their daily 
commute and as they prepare for departure, 
they are spotted by slightly larger life that 
identifi es them as prey. Simultaneously, as 
this intertwined habitat of Earth awakens, the 
noise that I had believed to have disappeared 
as night had fallen, surfaces like clockwork. 
Rattling steel boxes fi lled with my neighbours 
bounce on elastic circles along an inanimate 
surface they call asphalt. 

As I understand, they deem my presence 
along their turbulent highway as a symbol of 
comfort. The beautiful fi ngertips that have 
grown from my arteries for decades, shine 
proudly as the light hits their radiantly lush 
green skin. Through the accumulation of 
these leafy arms and it’s perceived density, 
the illusion is created that my family and I 
have - and will - live here eternally. Quite the 
contrary is true.

Adjacent to the highway, obscured to the 
commuting neighbours by my presence, the 
decomposing bodies of my own family lie. All 
that remains is their ankles. 

As soon as new patches of forest have either 
been identifi ed or have been replanted to 
a - in their opinion - mature state to serve 
as the new retention forests, concurrently 
my fate will be sealed. I will follow in my 
family’s footsteps. I will either sustain my 
current purpose as a billboard of a misleading 
portrayal of natural habitat, or my entire 
being, my public service as a vital organ of 
Earth’s natural habitat, will be eradicated. 
As I remain an advertisement until my 60th 
birthday, my expiration date, I will not live 
up to the service my ancestors provided to 
this Earth. My duty will remain insuffi cient 
as it continues to be undermined to serve 
humanity’s materialistic appetite, until they 
see a truly sustainable approach fi t.

“I now surrender to your 
assessment of the state 
of disrepair I reside in, by 
testifying.”
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FOLLOWING THE MATERIAL

A Purpose Beyond the Loss 
of Consciousness

Every morning, before Earth has woken up, I hear 
an accumulation of whispers. It’s my family telling 
stories about the remnants of our lost loved ones. 
Those whom have perished, those whom have been 
removed by humans to serve a subsidiary purpose. 

Is my existence on Earth not just a vital form 
of keeping the planet and its inhabitants, 
including humankind, alive? Or do I have a 
purpose that continues beyond the loss of my 
own consciousness? Or, is this purpose defi ned 
by humankind’s willingness to justify their own 
insaturable need to collect and own?

Together, we cover 70% of Sweden.  We form the 
very landscape known to humans that characterises 
the country. Since their birth they crawl and 
climb through my family and I with a great sense 
of joy and adventure, stumbling upon creepy 
crawlers tucked under blankets of leaves. As they 
grow, their relationship with us grows along with 
them. Domestic structures materialise which 
delicately balance on my arms. Four-legged friends 
accompany their two-legged friends for walks in the 
serenity that lingers throughout my neighbourhood.

There comes a point however, where their 
appreciation is accompanied by a sense of 
authority. An authority that deems my existence 
subject to only their wishes. Humans are able to 
extract me from my habitat, for several purposes, 
trying to replicate me afterwards in an attempt to 
disguise my absence, only to slowly weaken the 
ecological state which I would have otherwise not 
resided in.

What result of my removal can be so benefi cial 
that it outweighs and accounts for my ultimate 
ecological degradation?

Often clear-cutting occurs due to the necessity 
of making space for commercial farming, future 
urbanisation or for the creation of fuel wood. In 
Sweden however, an interesting paradox occurs. 
Of all the wood that is cut in Sweden, 80% is sold 
and exported to parties outside of the country. 
The trees transform into products of pulp, paper 
and sawn timber. A mere 20% of the logged wood 
remains in Sweden. Swedish wood is so valuable 
that it is more benefi cial to cut a tree in Sweden, 
transport it from the site, sell and export it globally, 
only to have to import foreign wood for actual use 
in Sweden.

I see, I have become a commodity. A product of 
the market. A good that’s value as one of the many 
disposable materials known to industrialisation is 
established solely by humankind’s appraisal. But if I 
am helpful, give support or joy in another form than 
an alive one, I suppose my ancestors cannot be 
disappointed? Only perhaps, if a suiting solution to 
my unsustainable replacement is achieved.

“Humans are able to 
extract me from my 
habitat, for several 
purposes, trying to 
replicate me afterwards 
in an attempt to disguise 
my absence, only to slowly 
weaken the ecological 
state which I would have 
otherwise not resided in.”

9
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ANTHROPOCENE STORY-TELLING under blankets of leaves,
arteries upon arteries of roots
intricately tucked away

as concealed tentacles mature,
I feel them anchoring my body to the ground

my torso enlarges year by year,
solidifying records of my age

microscopic crawlers commute to work
along the highway of my skin

fi ngertips grown for decades, 
shine proudly 
as light hits their radiantly lush green skin

as the sun rises,
I greet crawling creatures emerging from below, 
seeking nourishment

throughout their daily commute,
birds I let rest on the tentacles of my chest

as they prepare for departure, 
they are spotted by slightly larger life, 
identifying them as prey

as I grow,
I enrich Earth’s habitat

with respect,
I do not exclude

I simply enable,
with no partiality

uninvited,
trespassed becomes my neighbourhood

49 tons of steel,
dissect my family

beside me lay decomposing bodies,
all that remains is their ankles

yet,

with amity,
I greet

and with hope,
I anticipate change

06

Prospect of Presentiment

“perhaps only, if a suiting solution to my 
unsustainable replacement is achieved,

will I feel dignity,
in serving as an inanimate material”
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