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The destruction of the bee
...is a destruction of humankind 

By Antonia Myleus
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Insects have an integral role within earth’s ecosys-
tem. Not only do they offer themselves as prey to other 
creatures, but they also provide pollinating services 
to flowers, trees and crops in order for humans and 
non-humans to be able to live. They do after all make 
up two-thirds of all life on Earth.1 However, ‘loss-
es to all insects has prompted warnings that the world 
is “on course for ecological Armageddon”, with profound 
impacts on human society’. (Carrington, 2017) As much as 
75 % of insect abundance has declined over the last 27 
years.2   Ecologists argue that climate breakdown takes 
third place after two more serious issues that do not 
get enough attention; industrial fishing and the erasure 
of non-human life from the land by farming.3 

Industrial farming techniques is particularly apparent 
when trying to identify reasons for the lack of polli-
nation services that we face today. Masses of land have 
been transformed into landscapes of mono-culture’s and 
insect-killing pesticides are used, causing problems for 
bees, butterflies and other pollinating creatures as they 
thrive on diverse food sources and foraging areas. In 
the past years, a decline of as much as 53% of bees have 
been estimated due to farming-techniques and loss of 
biodiversity. This is particularly important as 90% of 
wild plants exist due to bee activity,4 and as much as 
‘a third of all our food depends on their pollination.’5 

“If the bee disappeared off the surface of the globe, 
then man would have only four years of life left. 

No more bees, no more pollination, no more plants, no 
more animals, no more man.” ― Albert Einstein

Solutions to the problem regarding bee decline and loss 
of biodiversity have been tested in the form of autono-
mous robot bees, as this ‘could cut costs and increase 
agriculture efficiency’.6 Isn’t this funny? Creating a 
solution to a problem that was caused by humans (and the 
industry) in the first place. So what can be done? 

1. Banning harmful pesticides 
2. Adopting bee-action plans
3. Promote ecological farming 7 
4. Raising awareness through a human non-human, 
nature culture, anthropogenic perspective 

The Anthropocene is a term coined by geologists explain-
ing the physical cut, or human marks, that the ‘Anthro-
pos’ (or according to Donna Haraway ‘Species Man, or of 
Man the Hunter.’) have made on the earth’s crust and 
landscape, causing a change in the ecological footprint 
through industrial activity. However, social, cultur-
al and technological aspects also intervene within this 
problem of marking the face of the earth. Haraway (2016) 
explains the Anthropocene in relation to the Capitalo-
cene and the Chtuhulucene by referring to the existence 
of ‘a series of ongoing ‘multispecies stories’, where 
not only humans are the important actors, but that ‘the 
order is reknitted: human beings are with and of the 
Earth, and the biotic and abiotic powers of this Earth 
are the main story’. She argues that we need to radical-
ly ‘rethink the point of view’ that we must tell stories 
not only from the perspective of the human, but from the 
non-human as well. 

‘Nobody lives everywhere; everybody lives somewhere.
Nothing is connected to everything; everything is con-

nected to something’.8

How would one explain the urban landscape that has ap-
peared if futuristic beings would visit earth in the 
future? It could potentially be regarded as the natural 
landscape of earth. Barber (2016) regards the envi-
ronment, not just as material sites, but discursive 
sites. Thus, it matters how we talk about the material-
ity, sites but foremost the habits of thinking. He also 
explains the Anthropocene as ‘less a crisis, a shock 
followed by new forms of awareness and activism, and 
more an accumulation of evidence of destructive prac-
tices, newly seen for their cumulative effects’. Who is 
welcome within this urban human-made landscape? Is there 
space for co-habitation and co-existence? ‘The question 
is, then: from whose perspective does this occur? Whose 
point of view?’ 10

This booklet aims to give voice to the non-human, to 
engage within a site; one of the beehives in the gar-
dening community project ‘Trädgården på Spåret’. It 
explains the problems regarding the destruction of the 
beehives in relation to the Anthropocene, its natural 
and cultural contexts as well as explaining the events 
that happened from the bee’s perspective. I want to 

highlight that the site was a space of co-habitation and 
co-existence, a welcoming of the non-human into the human 
fabric, but gradually the hives were vandalised. In hopes 
of expanding the bee population in Stockholm, a trend 
to put up beehives in public spaces, parks and gardens 
started in 2015. However it must be assumed that there 
are only specific places where beehives can be left alone; 
on rooftops, in private properties or in closed gardening 
communities as several of these publicly placed beehives 
have now been silently removed, or destroyed.11 

How do we listen to the other? Giving a voice to the 
non-human also raises questions such as what actors, or 
‘actants’ do we welcome into our public space? (Ren-
dell, 2010) And how can we portray this? Bell Hooks 
writes, ‘the process of gaining a voice is a metaphor for 
self-transformation…coming to voice is an act of resis-
tance. Speaking becomes both a way to engage in active 
self-transformation and a rite of passage where one moves 
from being object to being subject. Only as subjects can 
we speak’. (Myrsiades, McGuire, 1995). 

Telling the story of the site in a way that introduces 
the problems through a poem, offers a general overview of 
the storyline. The story then continues with the site, 
explaining what is it, then describing the beehives and 
the act of its destructions as a direct act of destroying 
oneself. The storyline continues explaining the beehive 
as a thing, of something that quickly went from object to 
trash where beehives in their natural form rarely can ex-
ist. Explaining the same event through the bee’s perspec-
tive highlights the move from its natural habitat into a 
human-made habitat as an invitation for co-habitation. 
The last chapter explains the act of the beehive being 
destroyed and the bees having to find a new home. 

By shifting the narrative to the general problem, first 
from a human perspective to then trying to explain the 
same events from a bees’ perspective I am hoping to high-
light that we should be grateful to bees and insects in 
general. We should also give a voice to ‘the victims’ and 
be more aware of the importance of co-habitation within 
the urban fabric, giving allocated space for non-humans 
as well as regarding their existence. 

The graphical approach to these chapters is a mix of line 
drawings and photographical collages. It is deliberate, 
as this explains the events and problems in a neutral 
way, never highlighting only the human perspective or 
the bees’ perspective, but merging the two into a common 
ground, yet leaving room for imagination. Not having a 
physical site, I have made up my own, which is the basis 
for all illustrations. Analysing the events and drawing 
them from an architectural point of view has also helped 
in understanding the places of habitation and the site as 
a common ground for humans and non-humans. 

This seminar course, through writing about the problem 
in the way of a story of a site, has really influenced 
the way I have thought about the problem regarding the 
existence of bees. The issue is something that has been 
known to me for a long time, but it wasn’t until I start-
ed imagining myself as a bee that I started to speculate 
more into the actual problem regarding the bee decline. 
The co-existence between creatures became even more ap-
parent to me and is something that I believe I will think 
about in my next design project. Trying different styles 
of writing was previously an unknown territory for me, 
but I found that using different techniques and different 
perspectives helped to highlight the story I wanted to 
tell. It was also an eye-opening and thoughtful experi-
ment. 

Introduction
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01_ Surely, this must be the end

Is this the abolishment of floral goods and blooming seasons?  
Decaying trees, falling branches, transforming leaves into shrub.
Is it the end of the worm and prospective endeavours? 
Suffocated, neglected, terminated. 
What creature would exchange reason for treason? 

Where are the winged ones, pollinating, remaining containing? 
Capable of transforming exhaustion to excitement, 
Creating hospitable and habitable ecologies for human and non-human, 
We should be grateful to bees. 

Is it a creature of double, quadruple- or octagonal limbs, 
detangling, unfolding this web-like world?
Agents turned into agencies, creatures morphed into creations, 
Destroyer of hives, surely this is the creature, 
Destruction of worlds, destroyer of self. 

Is this the fore comings of the underworld? 
Soiled, spoiled, decoyed
Spoiler of worlds, spoiler of soils 
Eventually, everything will soon cease to grow

What’s left? 
Gyneocracies transcended into history, 
Traces of co-existence evidently deployed. 
Production turned into trash, 
Trash permanently tattooing the earth 

Is this the abolishment of terrapolis, of self? 
Decaying, paying, overwhelming. 
Surely, this must be the end. 
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02_The Site

Bees pollinate one third of our food. Industri-
alization of agriculture, mono-cultures and pes-
ticides have caused an alarming decline in bee 
populations. This phenomenon could be linked to 
the Anthropocene, a geological term explaining 
environmental effects caused by human activity. 
When declining bee populations was first acknowl-
edged in 2013, beehives started appearing in 
Stockholm, however, today only a few beehives 
still exist. What happened to them? Why did they 
disappear? 

The chosen site for my story is one of the 
beehives within the community gardening proj-
ect ‘Trädgården på Spåret’, in Skanstull 2016, 
making it a past site with very current impli-
cations. The site has suffered several acts of 
violence and thefts. The beehives in particular, 
which have been terrorized multiple times and 
finally destroyed with metal bars, killing many 
bees. 

Bees and other wing liked creatures are often 
regarded as ‘pests’ within the human landscape, 
when in fact they help sustain our capitalist 
and destructive ways. The destruction of bees 

will come back and haunt us, fuelling the cease 
of our very existence (Haraway, 2016), making 
the beehives within ‘Trädgården på Spåret’ a 
site which is at the brink of environmental ex-
haustion.

Non-human creatures are seldom allowed to exist 
in their natural state and habitat unless humans 
invite them into their built environment and 
into their human-built contraptions. The bee-
hive, for example, do not only exist for bees, 
but for humans to also benefit from pollination 
and their honey gifts for personal gain and prof-
it. ‘Modifications of space and material config-
urations all eventually reshape (and possibly 
hinder) many of our spaces of cohabitation. The 
question is, then: from whose perspective does 
this occur? Whose point of view?’ (Palmesino, 
Rönneskog, Turpin, 2014).

Due to vandalizing, the project has now been 
forced to move away from the city centre, where 
no new beehives are planned. The site in its 
current state is unused and forgotten as well as 
creating haunting natural and cultural complica-
tions due to the further disappearance of bees. 
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03_ The Beehive

Humans supposedly face three phases of extinc-
tions; the sixth great extinction event; the 
extinction by humans of other species, and 
self-extinction, or the capacity for us to de-
stroy what makes us human1. Within this tendency 
of self-destruction of our own milieu, and the 
carelessness of our environment and organisms 
that compose it, ‘climate is regarded as a gen-
eral condition that binds humans to an irrevers-
ible and destructive time’2. 

The beehives in Skanstull, as aforementioned 
have been treated with disregard and careless-
ness in the form of several attempts of van-
dalism. An exposed wound was created from the 
destruction, threatening not only the physi-
cal beehive from climatic conditions and other 
non-humans, but also threatening the existence 
of its gyneocracy. The act of vandalism towards 
non-human’s ethos and habitat, is an ethical 
performance that aids both human extinction as 
well as the extinction of nearby plants and 
crops. The disappearance of nature not only to 
destroy the symbiotic relationship between flower 
and bee, but also between bee and human. 

Our beehives are now exposed, we are in dis-
tress. Nearby plants and earth destroyed. Metal 
bars leave traces of an act of human self-de-
struction. Where do the we go now? How do we 
recover? 

Looking at the site’s current physical state 
could give potential clues regarding its past 
sufferance of extinction. For example; Is the 
site suffering from perturbation and scarring? 
Is the site still accessible? ‘If we wish to 
live on, we need to become aware of time – eco-
logical, geological – beyond our own, paying our 
due to an existence that we failed to recognise 
as our own’ (Colebrook, 2014). Mapping nearby 
plants and allotments and looking if there has 
been a significant decay of growth due to the 
disappearance of pollination services could be 
another way to map the site´s exhaustion. 

The ‘care’ of environmental milieus shifts 
from eco-feminism (critiques of masculinism 
and the concern for the non-human) to thoughts 
of post-humanism where what actually counts as 
‘properly’ human is questioned. Colebrook (2014) 
further argues that one of the over-riding 
problems of attention to the human organism’s 
thorough worldliness suffers from blindness. Ex-
plaining this knowing act of human self-extinc-
tion from the perspective of the bees, telling 
their story, caring for their beehive and animal 
society, could help raise awareness regarding 
our environmentally exhausted milieus and would 
challenge us to think beyond our human-made 
landscapes and ethical actions.  
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04_ From object to trash

Bees are natural beings that have always made 
their homes in objects and spaces they find in-
habitable. When introduced in the human land-
scape, or in other words, when bees were adapted 
into the human landscape, they have been trans-
formed from living things that produce their own 
natural habitat, into being exiled into man-
made things, such as the beehive. What defines a 
beehive? A home; a natural element; a produc-
tion factory; an object, or is it simply just a 
thing? Darwin explains things as found and made, 
that they have population, its actions facili-
tate and drives pollination, the very thing that 
sustains all living things, whether they are 
human or non-human.

‘We need to accommodate 
things more than they accommodate 

us’ – Grosz, 2001

Bees produce their habitats through the act of 
their bodies, using natural materials. Humans 
produce things through the invention of other 
things and technology, through unnatural materi-
als distanced from their bodies. The human meta 

production of things (the beehive) with the help 
of technology, or ‘the production of things that 
produce things, a second-order production’ (Gro-
sz,2001) can cause a type of alienation against 
the object created, thus not taking full account 
of the actions measured against the object, such 
as violence, neglect and destruction of bee-
hives, or as Grosz argues ‘the objects which 
surround my body reflects its possible action 
upon them’. Giving attention to less humankind 
types of materials Bennett calls ‘thing-power’, 
she explores this through ‘the possibility that 
attentiveness to (non-human) things and their 
powers can have a laudable effect on humans.’

‘Too much stuff in too quick 
succession equals the fast ride from 

object to trash.’ – Bennet, 2012 

Producing things, through the aid of technology 
and not our bodies, distances us from our ac-
tions upon the things we create. This can mani-
fest in actions, such as destruction of beehives 
and lead to a consequential outcome for humans 
and nature.
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05_ Moving into a new hive

‘Destruction will alter its form and appearance, 
yet its substance will be untouched.

 The immortality of the thing is its finitude, 
not its eternity.’ – Steyerl, 2010

Gathering, sighting, flying. Familiar scents of 
the flowers, fruit and leaves in the place that 
we fly to and visit so often marks the trail 
to what once was the entrance to our home. We 
discovered a small space to build our nest un-
derneath a strange tree with pointy branches 
pointing towards each other like a triangle, I 
have never seen anything like it. It did howev-
er provide an excellent natural protection from 
those eight-legged creatures, flying-things with 
pointed sparrows and other creatures like those 
that we got visits from ever so often. I would 
normally have blamed the eight-legged creatures 
for destroying our home, but the creature who 
did it was bigger than anything that I have ever 
seen. 

Viciously, ferociously and non-worryingly, it 
pierced our hive. Light from outside started to 
pour through like liquid gold, then it disap-
peared just as quickly. Merged into a strange 
black cloud, all we could sense was the famil-
iar scents of our queen, calming down our wings. 
Where are we going now? What is going to happen 
to us? 

Moving, gathering, hiding. The black cloud 
emerged into familiar sepia tones and reassuring 
honey smells. It feels like a safe space, but 
contained and unfamiliar to our own hive. Encap-
sulating and containing in a similar way to what 

I have only experienced inside a tree before, 
similar to the tree that housed our nest. In-
deed, a very strange contraption this is. There 
is less space to move inside, dance and to fly, 
almost as if flying in straight lines is the only 
viable option. Is this our new home? 

Producing, confusing, confining. It took us a 
few hours to find the exit of this strange hive. 
Hoping to find our flowers, fruit and leaves that 
we know so well, we were met by a whole new set 
of food areas, natural beings but very strange 
objects. Those same creatures who moved us here 
are gathered outside, feeding the plants and 
flowers. They do not look like the eight-legged 
creatures, they do not have wings like we do. 
They are thin like trees but move unlike any-
thing I have seen before. Rows of our golden 
liquid have been produced to impress our queen. 
The two-legged creatures take the honey we have 
produced, so surely, they cannot be bees. What 
are they going to do with it? Perhaps they have 
a bigger queen to feed. 

Gathering, sighting, flying. This new contraption 
is strange but hosts all our amenities. Since we 
buzzed in we have adjusted it into the sufficient 
type of hive that we require. It now looks sim-
ilar to our old hive. It even protects us from 
the eight-legged creatures that used to vis-
it us so often better than our old hive could. 
Even the two-legged trees leave us alone for the 
most part. In this new location, we can gather 
more food, sight more flowers and have more room 
to dance and fly. Perhaps this is not such a bad 
place after all? 
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06_ Exchanging reason for treason

The contraption that once seemed so strange 
have now become our hive. Unfamiliar smells and 
sights have now become smells of honey and tones 
of sepia. Nested in the abnormalities of these 
four walls, our gyneocracy has managed to grow 
strong, we are now able to forage larger areas, 
having the courage to explore this site outside 
its perimeters of trees, flowers and plants. I 
remember when we first got here, there were not 
many flowers, now, however, there is more than we 
possibly have time to explore. We have never had 
such a happy queen. 

Production has never been this good, we even 
have honey goods left over to taste for the two-
legged creatures that also live here. The only 
visitor we have had so far is the eight-legged 
creature who managed to pierce our hive the oth-
er day. We also had the colourful large-winged 
creature stopping by, luckily it did not manage 
to enter our hive. I would have thought that the 
two-legged creatures would have bothered us more 
than they have, but so far, we have lived in our 
place without a problem.  

Waggling my way into the hive, I signalled to 
my bees to meet me at the entrance. Storing the 
food in the honey rows is much harder than I 
remember. A large vibration is sensed throughout 
the hive, as if something has struck it, I can’t 
quite put my wings on it. Perhaps it was that 
four-legged furry creature paying us a visit 
again, only this is a much stronger vibration. 
Another one… now destroying our winter sup-
ply, breaking the octagonal shapes of our honey 
store. Honey smells and the sepia tones are 
merged with real liquid light, as if something 
has just broken our hive into half. 

It is hard to fly, the sound of smattering wings 
in panic is the only thing that I can sense, 
together with the large frequent earthquakes. 
Suddenly a large object, like a tree branch is 
swung against our queen. Our mother together 
with my fellow bees are all falling into the 
ground, covering the earth like leaves on an au-
tumn day. What is happening? 

Panicking, buzzing my way through the golden 
crack of our hive I see the horrid creature who 
has done this. It is those two-legged creatures! 
Are they the same that have lived with us all 
this time? The same creatures who so carefully 
fed the flowers and trees that we feed from? Have 
they exchanged reason for treason? 

Rushing to the nearest tree, I see the event 
from far away. The rows of honey goods are lay-
ing on the ground in pieces covering and drown-
ing my fellow bees, turning the ground from 
grass colour into a sea of black and yellow. The 
actants are now running away, not having stolen 
anything, only leaving their tree branches as 
evidence of their visit. Where do we go now that 
we are queenless and hiveless? Who will now feed 
the flowers? Who will now feed us? 

I once heard of a mountain that lies within the 
vertical squared forest, not too far away from 
here. I remember one of the worms I met near-
by the yellow flower saying that he saw a bee fly 
up there. Perhaps we are welcome there, perhaps 
there is another contraption for us to live in? 
Perhaps there, we can find flowery goods, familiar 
honey scents and sepia tones. 
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07_ The Walk 

Walking, pacing, sighting 
Trying to find the forgotten place
The forgotten place that once was thriving 
Thriving of life, now life sucked out. 

Outlived and outnumbered, 
Evidence of violence and destruction. 
Destruction of self, destroyer of nature 
Natural beings, is this the fore comings of end?  

Endings forming beginnings, 
Renewal of self or renewal of place? 
Places of trash turning into memorial sites
Sites of new life, or sighting the ecological 
Armageddon? 

Habitats or co-habitation? 
Surely both must be possible. 
Possibilities of renewal of life, and renewal of 
place. 
Places of co-dependence, not solemn dependence. 

Walking, pacing, sighting
Having found the forgotten place
The forgotten place that once was thriving, 
Thriving of life, now life appearing again.  
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