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INTRODUCTION

Infrastructure and gender

Infrastructure is many times so taken for granted that we don’t even think about it. We don’t refl ect 
over all the infrastructure that we use on a daily basis or how much of  our physical world that some-
how is, or relate to, infrastructure. 
   The object of  study for this project has been the metro station in Bagarmossen, where I live. Even 
though I both study architecture and use the metro almost every day, I hadn’t refl ected so much in the 
architecture of  my local metro station in Bagarmossen. It was not until I started to draw it that I re-
alized that the station is kind of  shaped like a star. Maybe that is also because it is mostly visible from 
above, a perspective few people experience it from. A metro station is a supporting structure for the 
metro network but is in itself  also dependant on a lot of  other infrastructure to function. Studying 
the station, has made me more aware of  how many components it is made of, how much technical 
devices it has and how many people that depend on it to work every day, almost all day around.
    To connect to The Production of  Space by Henri Lefebvre, who’s thoughts many agree upon and 
have developed further, we shape spaces and the spaces shape us. We, the society, shape the infra-
structure for our needs, and the infrastructure also shapes us and our lives. Among other, infrastruc-
ture connects us to other people, it makes our life easier in many ways and provide us with material 
commodities and necessities. Since there are issues of  gender inequality in the society, those issues 
are off  course mirrored or entangled in our infrastructures, in our physical and social environments. 
Sometimes it is hard to see or unravel these issues because we are so used to them, it is what we know, 
and we have never been refl ected upon it. All the readings and new refl ections around infrastructure 
has made me see things in new ways and I have learned a lot. It has started a process that will contin-
ue to make me refl ect over things regarding infrastructure, and gender, that probably wouldn’t have 
caught my attention otherwise.

“...’that much of  the “urban” is infrastructure; that most infrastructure actually constitutes the 
very physical and sociotechnical fabric of  cities,; and that the cities and infrastructure are seam-
lessly coproduced, and co-evolve, together within contemporary society’.”  

Janek Ozmin





GENDERED INFRASTRUCTURES

“…a shift in the relations between body, power, and space is evident in a new mode of  urbanism: 
so-called “resilient urbanism”.” 

Ross Exo Adams

The metro network and the metro sta  on in Bagarmossen

If  there is one infrastructure that I use a lot and have a kind of  love-hate relationship to, it is the 
subway system in Stockholm. How could I even live without it? It is just a fi ve-minute walk from my 
home and I can go to almost all other stations within an hour and travel almost all day around. It is 
affordable, especially compared to the costs and trouble with owning a car in this city. At the same 
time, it is stressful, noisy, often cramped with people, sometimes delays or other problems, and at 
night it can feel a bit unsafe. It has its downsides, but most of  all it is a great type of  infrastructure.
   Even though I enter or pass my local subway station almost every day, I realised that I haven’t paid 
much attention to how it looks and the architecture of  it. When I now looked at it on satellite photos, 
it was the fi rst time I realised it is shaped like a star. More precisely it is two rectangles that are twist-
ed, creating a kind of  eight-pointed star. But it is not the whole star that forms the entrance hall, it 
is cut in half  by another larger rectangle. It is placed right by the main square of  Bagarmossen, and 
its’ small entrance hall has glass partitions and glass doors facing the square. After the gates, you are 
almost immediately by the escalators and the elevator taking you down under.
   I can’t remember feeling unsafe at this station, which is strange considering how often I use it and 
that I do feel unsafe using public transportation sometimes. The station has a service desk which have 
working staff  during the day. I realised I’m not sure if  there is always staff  working there or if  it is 
unmanned during some hours of  the day. Maybe that is a fact that makes me feel safe there, without 
me even having refl ected on it. It might also have something to do with the fact that it is a station 
where you have good overview. There are short distances, lots of  glass and no dark tunnels to pass. 
There are no sharp angles to turn and no walls between the platforms. You can see and hear most 
things around you and there are always people there.
   In his text Becoming-Infrastructural, Exo Adams talks about the view of  the body in relation to 
urbanism and suggest that a new era of  resilient urbanism will infl uence how we see our bodies. If  
resilient urbanism is a sort of  way to expect and live with crisis, and see that built environment is 
not separable from nature, then maybe that will also change the way we travel and how we value and 
develop an infrastructural system like the subway.





INFRASTRUCTURAL VULNERABILITIES

Life of a suburban metro sta  on

For being a rather small metro station and suburb, I fi nd it rather populated. Most people moving 
around the metro station are, rather naturally, just passing by. Maybe because the entrance hall is so 
small, you hardly ever see someone standing inside. There is just not enough space, especially when 
people are fl owing up from the platform. There is no kiosk or shop that makes you want to linger 
there. Usually people wait outside if  they are meeting someone.
   I fi nd it troublesome to classify people into categories, since reality is more complex then what fi rst 
meets the eye. So, I do categories people in this text, but I am not claiming that I am describing the 
full and complex reality.   
   Usually there are some people sitting on the benches outside. During the days and afternoons, it is 
often people drinking or being drunk, and they seem to mainly sit on the bench by the station build-
ing. This is people that doesn’t seem to have a job to go to, or who you can say doesn’t fi t in into the 
middleclass group that dominate this area. On the bench around the tree, there seem to be a more 
varied crowd of  people sitting. It is a bit like the two benches have different usages, even though 
they are so close to each other. Sometimes Jehovah’s Witnesses stand outside the entrance with their 
folders. And they also use mainly the bench adjacent to the building. There is often one person sitting 
outside the entrance, begging for money. It is different persons, but always only one. Also, it is com-
mon that a person sits and beg just close to where the escalators land on the platform. These people 
usually say “hej hej” or “god morgon” and smile to you. Some people answer, talk or give them some-
thing, while some people ignore them. In the evenings, groups of  young people hang out around 
the subway station. Groups that I noticed rather often, are young men, standing with their legs wide, 
hands in their pockets, spitting on the ground. It seems like the square is their meeting point, their 
common living room. Organizations like “Safe streets” show up sometimes, and a few times I’ve seen 
a police car. It is a bit “messy” in the evenings sometimes, according to the local newspapers. But 
most people I think feel safe here. The mix of  people here seem to work, people co-exists. It doesn’t 
seem to be a big need for security or surveillance. There are cafés, restaurants, shops and playgrounds 
nearby, which means that people populate the area for different reasons during many ours of  the day. 
   The subway is called “public transportation”, although it is not for everyone. Some people have 
problems to afford tickets, especially if  you have a low income. Some people solve this by “planka”, 
travel without a ticket, but surely some people don’t want to do that. If  you get caught the fi nes are 
high. So, who is included in the “public” and who is not? How does it effect a person to not fi t in 
into the norm “public”, but to be left outside?

“This idea of  “support” is quite important not only for the re-theorization of  the acting body, 
but for the broader politics of  mobility – what architectural supports have to be in place for 
each of  us to exercise a certain freedom of  movement, one that is necessary in order to exercise 
the right to public assembly.” 

Judith Butler





INFRASTRUCTURAL LOVE

Hi love,
I've been thinking so much about you lately. When I'm not with you, I miss being in the warmth of you 
shelter. It always amazes me how our meetings take us to all these various interesting places, both in actual 
time and space, and in our minds. Together with you I feel vibrant, alive. Open to see new things in life. 
Sometimes we experience trouble, like all couples do. We see things in different ways and want to do things 
differently, but most of the time we can compromise and solve our problems and differences. And by doing 
that, it makes me feel closer to you. Makes me feel more certain that I want you, yes even need you, in my 
life. 
We both have our good and bad sides. I know I'm late to our meetings sometimes, but you always stand 
there waiting for me patiently with open arms. Well, sometimes it takes a while before you let me in to your 
warmth, but that is understandable. You have a lot of things to tend to, not just me and my time optimism. 
I know you have a large social network which is important to you, and your social side is something I really 
appreciate about you. You are so open to different kinds of people and rarely too quick to judge someone. 
I know you sometimes have bodily issues like problems with your joints and your metabolism, especially when 
you are under pressure, and that can make you a bit grumpy. But I promise you I will try even harder to 
be kind and patient with you at those times when you probably need it the most. We all have our bad days.
I don't think I say this enough, but I love you so much. You are one of the most kind, tolerant and 
trustworthy creatures I have ever met. You challenge me, surprise me and make me see things in new ways. 
I hope we will continue to develop ourselves and our relationship, grow old together and always be there for 
each other. Through good and bad, ups and downs.

Yours truly, Helena

A love le  er...





INFRASTRUCTURAL INSTRUMENTS

The transporta  on machinery

Much of  the metro network in Stockholm was built during and after the second world war. Bagar-
mossens stations was inaugurated in 1958. The subway line was later extended because of  a new 
suburb, Skarpnäck. The new station in Skarpnäck opened in 1994 and at the same time the subway 
station in Bagarmossen moved to a new place.  Today, more than 6000 passengers pass the station 
every weekday.
   In the quote above, Marullo refers to the trade and logistics of  goods, but I think the quote is 
relevant for infrastructure, such as railway system,s and the transportation of  people as well. We are 
supposed to fi t into the “machinery” of  todays a capitalistic, neo-liberal society by working, consum-
ing and contribute to the state. In return we get service and care, infrastructure and other kind of  
well fares. To make this machinery work, we have times and schedules to follow, places we need to go 
to. That means going back and forth to studies or work most days of  the week. To be able to work, 
parents must leave their kids at kindergartens or schools. Infrastructure and transportation must be 
synced in a way that supports this machinery and fl ow of  people in an optimized way. 
   The development of  the railway is one of  the main reasons why we started to organize time more 
nationally and globally. Earlier on we used local time, which could vary between cities, but since the 
train needed to have a timetable that functioned in the whole country or even across borders, we 
created synchronized national time. 
   Today everything is moving much faster and we have more complex and intertwining systems and 
infrastructure to support our way of  living and working. We are probably less tolerant with delays and 
things being slow, since we have gotten so used to, and maybe even spoiled, that most things function 
very fast and smoothly. In you daily commute to work, it is easy to forget how many components 
and systems that is needed to make that transportation possible. Maybe you walk or take you bike to 
the station, which means that you use roads. If  you want to leave your bicycle outside, that requires 
an arrangement or at least a space. The sliding doors in the entrance needs electricity, as well as the 
gates inside. To pass the gates you need a “ticket” and there is a large system required to provide that 
service. You need a functioning bank card and bank account since you cannot always pay cash. So, 
there need to be ticket machines. The platform in Bagarmossen is nineteen meters below ground lev-
el, so there are three escalators and one elevator. To provide clean (enough) air down at the platform 
there are large ventilation systems. On the platform there are digital information signs, telling us how 
many minutes to the next train. And then maybe you need to change train in some station or to a 
connecting buss… And so the story goes.  

“In other words, the farther the requirements of  exchange expanded across the planet – spreading 
the standardization of  time, space, matter, quantity, and motion – the more they constructed a 
“kind of  abstract framework into which all observable phenomena are bound to fi t” and on 
which every system of  production is based.”

Francesco Marullo 
(referring to writings by Sohn-Rethel)





INFRASTRUCTURAL AFFECTS

Aff ec  ons to a metro sta  on

What are the affects evoked by the spaces in and around the metro station in Bagarmossen? Some 
of  those affects are probably common with all or at least many of  the metro stations in Stockholm. 
My guess is that most people have rather neutral or not so strong emotions and feelings towards, 
or generated by, a metro station. For some people it’s a shelter and a refuge, a place where you are 
allowed when you don’t have that many other places to go. A common description is that the metro is 
stressful and crowded, and that everyone looks grumpy and bored. It is not at all related to feelings of  
happiness. It is a place you pass by, an in-between place where you wait for transporting yourself  to 
the point of  your intentional visit or stay. There is nothing to do really but to stand or sit and wait and 
maybe talk to someone. Perhaps it is more the feeling towards the fi nal destination of  your journey 
that infl uence the affect towards, or generated by, your transfer and your presence in the metro. In 
the morning rush hour, you are affected in one way, and when taking the metro on a Saturday night 
to see your close friends for a beer, there is another mood and you are affected in another way. “If  
we arrive at objects with an expectation of  how we will be affected by them, this affects how they affects us, even in the 
moment they fail to live up to our expectations.” (Ahmed, 2010) To connect to the quote, my guess is that 
most people do not expect to experience feelings of  happiness and are therefore not disappointed 
by the absence of  happiness. In the metro, even a small daily life event, can make you smile, because 
you don’t expect or anticipate it to happen. 
   It was an interesting experience when I visited New York several years ago. There, it was considered 
a bit “low class” to use the metro. Apparently “everyone” took a taxi in the evening, both because 
the view of  the metro and that it was considered a bit dangerous in the evenings. Being used to al-
ways taking the metro home, I found myself  almost alone on the metro one evening and it made me 
question if  I had made a bad judgement and exposed myself  to unnecessary risks. And how, in a large 
city like New York, a smart solution like the metro could have such a bad reputation that it actually 
stopped people from using it. 

“[…] objects we encounter are not neutral: they enter our near sphere with an affective value 
already in place, which means they are already invested with positive or negative value.” 
        

Sara Ahmed





INFRASTRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE

“...much of  the sociotechnical infrastructure of  the word  remains invisible until it ceases to work, 
losing its ‘ready-at-hand’ qualities.”

Janek Ozmin

Maintaining the safety

Things seems to move faster and faster in society, and we are probably less tolerant with delays and 
problems in the public transportation today, since we have gotten so used to infrastructure that runs 
very fast and smoothly. We also have a lot of  systems to control and monitor the public transporta-
tion. My opinion is that the Swedish society has a rather strong culture of  control and that we, as a 
society, kind of  suffer from an overexaggerated fear of  chaos, and that this is manifested for example 
in the rigorous control of  the metro system. 
   Looking at the maintenace of  the metro station, it seems to be the movable parts that are the most 
vulnerable and run the highest risk to break down. One of  the entrance sliding door broke down and 
had to be closed. The gates have relatively new sliding doors in glass that often break in one way or 
another, and it happens that people get squeezed and injured by them. There are three escalators, and 
one of  them are usually broken or under maintenance. I guess they have three escalators because of  
this, so that one can be maintained as the other two one still goes up and down. There is one elevator, 
which is off  course stops working from time to time. There is no other option but to use the esca-
lators or go to another metro station, which means that people in wheelchairs as well as people with 
bad balance or with strollers and small children, fi nd them self  in a troublesome, time consuming, 
situation. Another main system that seem to break down is the digital information and the machines 
that requires internet connection, like the information boards telling us how many minutes to the 
next train and the ticket machines.  
   We depend on the infrastructure of  the metro, but the system also depends on us. It need us, and/
or taxes, paying for the services and the maintenance. It need to be accessible for people to use, and 
as seen in the New York example, it needs to have a good reputation and feel safe and trust wordy. In 
an aim to return to the main topic of  this course, infrastructure and gender, I started to think about 
women and safety and the fact that some people, mostly women I guess, are a bit frightened to walk 
to or from the metro station when it is dark outside. Especially when there are few people moving in 
the area. Could this be addressed in some way? 





INFRASTRUCTURAL CARE

“While it is fair to say that care has been and remains an essential feature of  transformative 
feminist politics and alternative forms of  organizing, ‘caring’ is also commonplace in everyday 
moralizations: for example, companies compete to show how much ‘they’ care, buying recycled 
toilet paper shows that ‘we’ care, and caring for ‘the self ’ is a pervasive order of  biopolitical 
morality.”

María Puig de la Bellacasa

Care vs. Control

Sometimes I feel unsafe when I walk home during dark hours and I usually prefer to walk when 
there are more people walking in the same direction. And I have experienced more than one girl or 
woman turning their head around a bit nervously to see who is walking behind them, in the same 
way that I do sometimes. If  we have a problem of  women feeling a bit frightened to walk from the 
metro station when it is dark outside, how can we address that problem? Could there be a simple way 
to organize so that people can accompany each other on the way home from the metro? Maybe we 
could create a meeting point in each metro station, where you can go to and wait for others that might 
be able to voluntarily accompany you to where you are going. Maybe a friend or neighbor you trust 
would happen to be on the same train. This suggestion raises a lot of  questions off  course. Who is 
it for and who can take part of  it? Would it only be for women? How do you agree on which route 
to take? Is it just an imaginary feeling of  safety? Can it be misused for bad intentions? And so forth. 
I don’t have the answers to all those questions, but thought it was interesting to propose this idea. 
   Care can turn in to control or judgement towards the object/person(s) of  interest. “Here, the no-
tion of  doing something with care led to that of  ‘being exact’. The tempting proximity between these 
terms reveals a risky ground: the ambition to control and judge what/who/how we care for.” (Puig 
de la Bellacasa, 2012) An example I heard about was a metro station in another suburb in Stockholm. 
There was a café by the entrance of  the metro station, and it turned out that some of  the men often 
sitting in the café where preforming a kind of  social control, keeping track of  the movement of  
women among their acquaintances. We can never completely rule out the misuse of  things. Issues 
of  personal and societal safety, care, social control and individual freedom constantly needs to be 
discussed and negotiated.
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