
SKANSTULL METRO AND CROSSING
The unexpected meetings of an air pressure equalization shaft 
and bodies at halt
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INTRODUCTION

This collection of texts describes the discovery of an 
object related to a specific infrastructure, through the 
unexpected relationship it has with another infrastruc-
ture. These texts will allow us to approach the object 
in different ways and reevaluate our preconceptions re-
garding it. Its main functionality is working so much 
in the background that the purpose that it is now be-
ing known for, was unintended by the designer and 
repurposed by a mass of bodies that over time came to 

find unexpected ways of relating to this object. 
These texts investigates the air pressure equaliza-

tion shaft in Skanstull metro from a few different 
concepts related to critical thinking and gender theo-
ry and will in the end suggest an architectural design 
that acknowledges the specific function that the object 
has come to hold and how to empower that function 
through acts of care.
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BEYOND BIKE LANES – RESTING 
SUPPORT STRUCTURES FOR CY-
CLISTS PASSING SKANSTULL

In Stockholm, measures are being taken to support 
the daily life of cyclists. Different parts of Stockholm 
are being more thoroughly connected through the 
widening of bike lanes and removal of car lanes. Ev-
ery day, hordes of cyclists battle their way through the 
city, fighting other cyclists, cars and pedestrians. Some 
are on a quest, a mission to get somewhere within a 
certain time; some ride their bike for fun; some for 
recreation; some because they are drunk and want to 
get home from the bar. The intense and non-forgiving 
environment that is the inner-city traffic fosters the 
participants in this choreography to develop a thick 
skin. During rush hour and beyond, you are bound 
to focus on surrounding traffic to survive. Maintain-
ing this focus for half an hour, which undoubtedly is 
a normal amount of time that Stockholmers spend on 
their bikes, for sure makes you tired. 

But within this hectic situation there are small gems 
that can provide relief for participants of this chore-
ography. The separation of bike and car lane through 
a slight elevation of the bike lane, the marking of the 
bike lane through a bright red field, or, the provision 
of plastic poles every fifth meter, such as is the case on 
Götgatan between Folkungagatan and Ringvägen, is 
of course a relief if any. Still, this opens up for a be-

havior amongst some cyclists to bike even faster, thus 
creating more tension with those pedaling slower, or 
much slower. 

If going south on Götgatan you’ll eventually end 
up at the crossing Ringvägen/Götgatan, the very heart 
of Skanstull. Here, all cyclists respect the traffic light 
as the crossing traffic is five lanes wide. For those five 
bikes ending up the closest to the stop light, the wait 
for green light is slightly more restful than for those 
further back. The subway station of Skanstull is sit-
uated just underneath and the ventilation outlet, a 
concrete structure with a metal mesh covering it, rises 
about 400 millimeter up from street level just next to 
and along the bike lane. The cyclists lines up next to it 
and positions their right foot on it, a varied and slightly 
more comfortable position to wait in. It’s undoubtedly 
just an object with one purpose, but, the agency it has, 
shaping the acting of actors in this crossing, is strong. 
The outlet is a passive form, but active in its purpose 
both as ventilation outlet and as a resting point for 
cyclists. This piece of architecture is welcoming in its 
ability to provide a humble service that isn’t part of its 
original purpose. Such an act radiates a kindness that 
temporarily calms down the stressful situation before 
the race cross the Skanstull bridge resumes. 
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NON-PRODUCTION AMID PRO-
DUCTION

The street is filled with movement. Occasional-
ly, there is repose. There is an abundancy of people 
moving, because there is an abundancy of infrastruc-
ture that supports movement. In the city, movement 
is favored. Movement is progress, progress is growth, 
growth is a precondition for a well-functioning every 
day - supposedly. Repose is not movement, therefore 
not growth. In an office, a still body makes things 
move, but in the street, it is not. If a body is remaining 
still in the street, that body is considered an obstacle, 
something that hinders growth by hindering move-
ment. It is a grit in the machinery, preventing the de-
livery boy to move smoothly as possible or the CEO to 
reach an important meeting in time. A body that isn’t 
spending energy is a body that isn’t contributing, an 
immobile object, quietly revolting against the frame-
work provided. A body not producing is a redundant 
body.

A crossing such as this big one in Skanstull, forces 
bodies into repose. For everyone involved, an unwant-
ed interruption most of the time. Its necessity lays in 
avoiding bodies to collide and cause damage to one 
another and become unproductive. Bodies and vehi-
cles take turn, conducted by the traffic lights or the 
cue that a larger amount of bodies, suddenly moving 
after being still, is for the less observant individuals 
distracted by anything around them. 

In this situation, a ventilation outlet is a place of 
repose, disguised as an enigmatic object made from 

rational and urban materials that fulfills our precon-
ceptions of a city like object that we know must exist, 
even if we are not sure about its function. It is for sure 
supporting the metro, making it possible for human 
bodies and sometimes their pets, to inhabit the under-
ground for theoretically any amount of time. But on 
street level, people sit on the outlet, stands next to it, 
place their coffee on it while taking their gloves on. It 
is an object that you can approach if you want to step 
aside for a while, talk to someone or look at something. 
It is an object that you sit on facing south while eat-
ing ice cream. It is also an object along which’s short 
end, the city places the sanding box when winter come 
and the small kiosks such as ‘Pressbyrån’ and ‘Espresso 
House’ needs to sand the pavement just outside their 
entrances. 

These kiosk provides a few seats where their cus-
tomers can sit and drink their coffees, eat their cakes 
and read their feed, or occasionally the newspaper. The 
seating area is protected by a roof that is the floor of 
the apartments just above. The view from these seats 
are the same as from the ventilation outlet – traffic, a 
large crossing and a bridge. But the smell of coffee and 
cinnamon buns from the kiosks provides some kind 
of homeliness and you can for sure reside to the good 
ol’ activity of looking at people. If the few seats are all 
occupied, one can look for a free spot at the ventilation 
outlet. A place for repose that does not require you to 
consume and being productive. 

“By theorizing the human body as a certain kind of dependency on infrastructure, understood 
complexly as environment, social relations, and networks of support and sustenance the human 
itself proves to not to be divided from the animal or from the technical world, we foreground 
the ways in which we are vulnerable to decimated or disappearing infrastructures, economic 
supports and predictable and well compensated labor”. - Judith Butler ‘Rethinking Vulnera-
bility and Resistance’
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IT IS ALL VERY MUCH THOUGHT 
OUT

The metro system in Stockholm, and the decision 
to construct it and expand it rigorously, was a deci-
sion made on highest political level. One of the main 
reasons for its expansion was to have the suburbs con-
struct not only villas, but also multifamily housing for 
the quickly growing population. 

Skanstull subway station opened in 1950 as a part 
of the first stretch of the Stockholm metro system. 
Although, in 1933, the tram between Ringvägen and 
Slussen already made use of the same tunnel. But the 
capacity of the tram was just three wagons, the expan-
sion into a subway system allowed for up to eight wag-
ons, increasing the capacity many times as the met-
ro travelled between Slussen and Hökarängen, with 
a multitude of new stations coming into being every 
decade. 

The system developed step by step and got more 
and more stations and lines. The plans for expanding 
the system are still ongoing. A new yellow line and 
a new extension of the blue line into the south will 
connect the emerging residential areas of Hagastaden 
and Slakthusområdet. These new areas will be high in-
come neighborhoods, densifications of the expanding 
inner-city fabric.

While the subway is making the city itself more and 
more connected in its own network, one can argue that 
the expanding subway is making many bodies even 
more stationary. The more connectivity the system 
that a body is not allowed being a part of has, the less 
connected that very body will be. 

The barriers installed a few years ago are even high-
er, stronger and more violent towards bodies who are 
not in possession of an access card and the connectivi-

ty, therefore, is not all-encompassing. Is it becoming a 
signage of high status? 

In his text ‘Boundary Line Infrastructure’, Ronald 
Real puts on display boundaries that are not just walls 
and physical barriers, but some which also fulfills a so-
cietal function. The border between Mexico and the 
US can also be a space for water collection, bi-national 
volleyball or yoga sessions, as has been proven. 

“I propose a productive border through site specific 
and modular solutions focused on water infrastruc-
ture, renewable energy, and social infrastructure. This 
proposal will also highlight some of the potential ben-
efits these productive improvements can engender”.

The spaces leading up to the metro barriers are 
most of the time lined up with commercial spaces or 
non-spaces. These tunnels are programmed and hard 
to alter. Unexpected and possible synergy effects are 
hard to find. The infrastructure surrounding the sub-
way is highly controlled

But Skanstull Metro station has two pressure equal-
ization shafts. One is situated just above the ticket 
booth on the south side of the station and the barrier 
where the travelers check in. Another one is situated 
on the north side of the platform, possibly connect-
ing the street with the actual tunnel. These shafts are 
simple outlets, not supported by mechanical systems. 
The piston action from the trains moving through the 
tunnels is enough to push the air out of the tunnels. 
The pressure equalization shafts make sure that the air 
pressure remains stable down in the tunnels and on the 
platforms. It is one part in a complex infrastructure 
that actually creates unexpected synergy effects with 
bodies outside the metro.

“[…] the borders that for Schmitt distinguished friends from enemies have been introjected 
within the extended competitive space of the metropolis. They have become thresholds of inten-
sities, modulators of value, and limits of the measurement and control of labor”. - Francesco 
Marullo, ‘Logistics Takes Command’, in Log 35, 2015
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MY LOVE…

I’m not always thinking of you, that’s for sure. I 
guess I am, as most people are, occupied with other 
things, other obligations, things that distract me in ev-
ery single moment. And sometimes I guess I am not 
thinking about anything at all. But believe me when I 
say this: when we touch, my body and soul is at rest and 
my lunges can inhale and exhale properly, dragging me 
back up to the surface. When we touch, things start 
to make sense again, and I am having an overview of 
the situation, getting out of the tunnel vision that this 
fast-moving society forces us to be a part of. 

Oh, how I wish I could express my affection towards 
you in a proper way, having you hear the words you de-
serve to hear every day. But if I was, people would start 
wonder: ‘Is he out of his mind?’ ‘Who is he talking to?’. 
I wish I didn’t care about such things, but I do, and in 
that sense I’m quite a coward.

I feel a bit bad regarding how our relationship have 
come to look. It is for sure so that my affection for you 
is of the sweet and nurturing kind, believe me when 
I say that I care for you. It is just that it doesn’t come 
to me as naturally as for you, showing affection and 
constantly giving of myself. 

You let me rest my weary feet on top of you, you 

even allow me to rest my legs and sore back by sitting 
on you. Sometimes, I am even doing this with some-
one else, maybe with an ice cream in my hand, facing 
the sun, using you, as a sofa. 

You don’t complain or ask anything from me in re-
turn, and it is true that I’m taking advantage of that, 
even if it isn’t intentionally. I guess our different per-
sonalities just leads us into this kind of behavior. 

Our relation is truly unique though. I feel like I am 
the only one who acknowledges your significance in 
this world. But how can I know for sure? So many are 
blessed by your touch every day. So many touches you. 
From the outside, the affection between you and them, 
and you and I, look the same. But I know what we have 
is something special.   

Maybe, we weren’t meant for one another. Me, a 
bike mounted commuter, you a ventilation outlet. But 
the time and place that we were both put into being 
brought us together in this most unexpected and pe-
culiar way. 

We’re torn apart every time red turns to green, but I 
know that we’ll meet again in a few hours, and for that 
I’m forever grateful.
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AFFECTION FOR AN OUTLET

There are few places that acts as much as a platform 
for ‘repeated and habitual actions’ such as a large cross-
ing like the one in Skanstull. All since we can walk 
ourselves, we are taught not to run out into the road. 
We learn to obey the traffic lights, or at least how to 
look left – right – left. The crossroad is a zone of pure 
transition. Repose amongst people in transition hap-
pens, as pointed out before, just because there’s a need 
to be careful about your body. Movement is prevailing, 
movement is the ‘straight line’. A queer behavior in 
Skanstull might involve repose or dwelling, especially 
if done outside the perimeter of a coffee shop. 

As Ahmed writes on page 544 how ‘phenomenology 
makes orientation central in the very argument that 
consciousness is always directed towards objects and 
hence is always worldly, situated, and embodied’. If 
the Skanstull crossing is a place for transition, where 
people and objects together create a ‘straight’ behav-
ior through the use of traffic lights, pedestrian cross-
ings and paved and roads to communicate a certain 
‘straight’ behavior at this spot, the ventilation outlet 
as an object to rest on stands out as a queer object, 
orienting bodies into a possibly queer orientation. By 
claiming the outlet as an object of repose, amid a place 
bound to serve transitions, a queerness is introduced 
to the place. 

We are not only oriented ourselves, the objects that 
are focal points for our consciousness are also orient-
ed. The traffic lights against us to indicate when we’re 
allowed to move, the windows outlooking the crossing 
have their straightness in their mode of having being 
planned, although, they are providing a queer overlook 
of the infrastructure below, just watching it, not inter-
acting. Still, it is expected of a residential area.

Ahmed (p. 549) talks about the importance and va-

riety of backgrounds that are more or less invisible, but 
that holds in common that they enable the perceived 
agency of the object. This ventilation outlet is now a 
place for unexpected repose, maybe intentionally of 
a height that the human body can relate to, but very 
likely just a solution efficient to construct. As Heideg-
ger writes (68) on the matter of the table, it is not just 
a spatial thing, but also an object that expects as well 
as supports certain behaviors and actions. The ventila-
tion outlet is enigmatic in its shape and agency, peo-
ple can commit a queer action by interacting with the 
outlet. If standing on top of it, the view of Skanstull is 
changed and we have temporarily given our body (that 
is our point of view) a new orientation and possibility 
to engage with the crossing. The bodily horizon is al-
tered, and the subject could possibly feel a slight or big 
change in emotional state.

We can do an experiment of thought, where on the 
long end of the outlet, two cyclists rests their foot on 
it. On the short end, an old woman is leaning on the 
wall, using it as a place to place her gloves while she’s 
clearing her nose in a napkin. The three bodies relates 
to the object in three different ways, but has in com-
mon that their bodies are all in contact with the outlet, 
meaning that they are also relating to one another. For 
sure, the three bodies have different points of arrival 
and will also depart differently, but this bond that they 
are currently sharing by their specific relations to the 
object, creates a queer situation. 

“These tendencies are not originary; they are effects 
of the repetition of ‘tending toward’”. This goes for the 
outlet, which is repeatedly being used as something 
else, maybe the point comes when it is completely for-
gotten to be a outlet and turns solely into a place for 
repose. 
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HIDDEN DANGER

The metro is such a delicate system. So many things 
need to work as it should, as well as synchronize, for 
it to operate as intended. And of course, as bodies are 
the once in need of the system and the raison d’être for 
the system are the bodies, these bodies will be the first 
to notice when something is malfunctioning. Slippery 
tracks, malfunctioning signals, people on the tracks, 
disturbing behavior, broken elevators, broken escala-
tors, malfunctioning sliding doors, malfunctioning 
brakes, no electricity, trees on the tracks, collisions. 
All these result in delays, and sometimes it means that 
someone cannot even get on board the train. 

These faults are often directly noticeable for most 
people. But there are faults that are less visible and 
that affects us consistently over a long time instead of 
in a distinct moment now and then. One of the more 
pressing issues that plays out in this way is the issue of 
dangerous particles in the air. The particles are gener-
ated mainly when the wheels and track create friction. 
Especially the older trains and the brake systems that 
they are using generates more particles. Measurements 
have shown that the metro system holds levels of un-
healthy particles that are above the limit for what is 
healthy. A maximum average of 240 µg/m³ and hour 
is what is recommended down in the metro system. In 
a survey made for the Stockholm County Council, the 

political instance responsible for the metro, Ramböll, 
Tyréns, White and FUT, makes 12 studies of differ-
ent sections of the metro in order to understand what 
ventilation solution gives the lowest particle values. It 
turns out that system number 2 is more efficient, this 
incorporates the implementation of fresh air directly 
to the platform and ticket hall and the need to extract 
particle saturated air in the areas where which the cre-
ation of particles are the highest – which means inside 
the tunnels. Also, the stations with the larger pressure 
equalization shafts tends to achieve a lower particle 
saturation as well. The new metro stations that are 
being built are going to have mechanized ventilation, 
forcing larger quantities of fresher air to blend with the 
polluted air - one of the more efficient ways to create a 
healthier environment in the metro. 

The maintenance and development of the metro sys-
tem is very much dependent on the financing of the 
metro through tax, sales of tickets and advertisement. 
The potential long lasting breakdown of this system 
lays foremost in a lack of sufficient funding for the 
maintenance. As the metro requires the expertise from 
a multitude of different professions in order to fully 
function, diminishing influx of capital could eventual-
ly lead to a higher saturation of particles in the metro 
system air. 

” Early cars were peculiar commodities in the sense that the models were sold as unstable ma-
chines requiring a variety of inputs from owners in exchange for mobility in the social and 
business (work) worlds”. - Janek Ozmin, The Garage: Maintenance and Gender’ in Hélène 
Frichot, Catharina Gabrielsson, and Helen Runting, eds. Architecture and Feminisms: Ecol-
ogies, Economies, Technologies, Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge: 2018, 256-264.
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ACKNOWLEDGING WHAT IT IS 
ALREADY

The subway system in Stockholm is expanding. The 
municipality believes in it as a feasible future means 
of transportation and therefore choose to invest in it. 
So, the caretaking will continue. If the capacity of the 
subway grows, which it must in order to accommodate 
the commuters of today and tomorrow, there might be 
a need to further expand the ventilation system and 
rebuild the outlet. 

Until that day comes, we can acknowledge what the 
ventilation inlet has turned into. An enigmatic con-
crete object, anonymous in its appearance, still domi-
nating the pavement on which it resides. A plateau of 
repose. 

We could acknowledge its functionality as this by 
adding simple and discrete, still, efficient designs that 
invites people to have a more comfortable experience 
of the object. An insulated surface to sit on facing the 
crossroad and kiosks as well as a bar or rail stretching 
along the bike lane, mounted on the curb or the con-
crete structure to allow bike commuters to put down 
their foot in a less acrobatic manner then before. Al-
though people use the inlet as a foot support, it is still 
quite high up, demanding a tall and/or flexible and 

stable commuter to utilize it. The rail is inspired by 
an existing need and desire on site, building on top of 
what is already proven a frequently occurring behavior 
on site.

The bench is not a full-fledged bench. It is a few 
add-ons that supports the person in the utilization of 
the inlet as a bench. The rail that the cyclist rests their 
foot on is also used by bodies in repose to reposition 
their feet on. Whether they are sitting on top of the 
inlet or standing next to it, there will be a small sup-
port encouraging this action. On top of the structure, 
a gentle angle casted from fine concrete with a super 
smooth and waxed surface, repels the rain and make 
the surface more inviting to dwell on. 

These little additions might be hard to motivate. 
People will sit there anyways during summer and not 
during winter. Cyclists will continue ride their bikes, 
with or without a designed foot rail. But the idea is 
that this little gesture will bring into light the act of 
caring as a method to reveal dormant potentials with-
in invisible infrastructures and the ways in which we 
interact with them.   
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