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INTRODUCTION

 This booklet is the serie of reflection on the infrastructure of sur-
veillance contemplating on the presence CCTV-cameras in public and 
semi-public spaces. The responses on various readings lead the observation 
through the issues of care, mainteinance, vulnerabilities, affect, gender and 
love. The case study is based on the example of two capitals - Moscow and 
Stockholm, the cities with completely different political and social view-
points on the subject. The aim is probably not to find the genuine answers 
but to ask the right questions. Why are we so afraid of being observed? Is 
surveillance an act of care? What is the right balance between being taken 
care of and being controled? How does the presence of CCTV-cameras af-
fect our behaviour or how does our behaviour affect the cameras? Why did 
you put a piece of tape on your laptop camera - do you really think some-
one gives a damn about what you do in front of it?

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS

introduction

video surveillance system: between over-control and safety

moscow never sleeps or sleeps all the time?

infrastructural affect

love and control: a letter to cctv-camera

my kingdom for confidentiality!

how much do we care about what we see?

bibliography

 2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

2



BETWEEN OVER-CONTROL 
AND SAFETY

 The relation between «body, power and space» Ross Exo Adams 
mentions could be registered in real time, potentially preventing something 
that can occur to two or more bodies in a given space under condition of 
superiority of one of those – rape, harassment, act of violence. The LGBT 
people and women are particularly vulnerable in these cases according to 
statistics. In Stockholm, video surveillance can only be used for traffic con-
trol: the usage of closed-circuit television cameras is prohibited even on 
private property (although a video can be accepted as an evidence in the 
court) .

 The «undoubtable» evilness of surveillance was re-interrogated 
recently as a reaction to the act of violence against young man in winter 
2017: the story of a police officer who sodomised and raped the victim 
would have probably never reached us if the video surveillance in the 
outskirts of Paris have not been installed. Another attempt to control pub-
lic and semi-public space are Business Improvement Districts, a concept of 
auto-regulating system of surveillance by the neighbours that has provoked 
numerous protests. However, it is difficult to deny the important decrease of 
crime in London due to BID’s.

 Clearly, the surveillance of any kind, even the self-governed one, is 
somehow a violation of the concept of democracy. Nevertheless, the total 
vilification of the idea of surveillance does not allow people to question the 
exclusiveness of certain parts of the city for certain groups of population or 
the danger that the surveillance would reduce. Isn’t the inner machinery in-
side every human being more precious than the machinery of the democra-
cy as a whole? Isn’t safety worth being observed? How to find the balance?

gendered infrastructures  -  ross exo adams, ‘becoming-infrastructural’

4



GOLYANOVO
34 CCTV CAMERAS

MOLZHAEVSKY
0 CCTV CAMERAS

CHERTANOVO
20 CCTV CAMERAS

KONKOVO
36 CCTV CAMERAS

IZMAYLOVO
29 CCTV CAMERAS

GOLYANOVO
20 PROBLEMS REPORTED

MOLZHAEVSKY
12 PROBLEMS REPORTED

CHERTANOVO
10 PROBLEMS REPORTED

KONKOVO
6 PROBLEMS REPORTED

IZMAYLOVO
6 PROBLEMS REPORTED
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MOSCOW NEVER SLEEPS OR 
SLEEPS ALL THE TIME?

 As a case study for the surveillance question I chose the city of 
Moscow, which does not reach the level of London in an effort to entangle 
everything with video cameras, but is still the capital of the state where per-
sonal freedom rarely prevails over state superiority: the authorities control 
everything from the consumed internet content to the sexual preferences of 
citizens.

 According to the police reports statistics, five most criminally active 
neighbourhoods of the Russian capital are Golyanovo, Molzhaninovsky, 
Chertanovo Severnoe, Izmailovo and Konkovo. Golyanovo, according to 
research conducted by The Huffington Post is one of the most criminal areas 
of the world. There are 34 CCTV cameras installed in the area, of which 13 
are mainly used for monitoring the cars (along the highway). In Molzhani-
novsky district, the one of the highest crime concentrations in Moscow 
and Moscow region (250 crimes per 20 thousand), not a single surveillance 
camera is installed. Then comes Chertanovo Severnoe (up to 20 offenses per 
day) where 20 cameras are installed, followed by Izmailovo (29 cameras) and 
Konkovo   (36 cameras). 

 What can one conduct from this? We may assume that a certain 
effort is noticeably perceived in relation to the safety in these district: coinci-
dence or not, there is, on average, more cameras installed in those Moscow 
districts than in the others (apart from the Molzhaninovsky district that 
apparently has been overlooked). Let us now consult the site “Angry Citizen”, 
where Russian civilians leave fault reports to deputies and local authorities. 
Cameras were installed in all the five districts, but it is interesting that a con-
siderable number of lighting problems were reported in each of them: 20 re-
ports in Golyanovo, 12 reports in Molzhaninovsky, 10 reports in Chertanovo 
Severnoe, 6 reports in both Izmailovo and Konkovo: the quantity of offences 
increases as does the number of broken lamp posts and dark yards. On most 
cameras, nothing can be seen except for black spots - Moscow citizens pay 
125 million euros annually for empty screens.

 Where does it leave us? Problems need to be solved consistently. The 
fundamentals of safe feminist architecture are well-lit streets, viewed in both 
directions, free from cars and visual obstacles. The safety of the citizens does 
not seem to be the reason for the CCTV-cameras installation in the city of 
Moscow. Is it ensured despite that?

infrastructural vulnerabilities  -  judith butler, ‘rethinking vulnerability and resistance’
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infrastructural affects  -  sara ahmed, ‘happy objects’

INFRASTRUCTURAL 
AFFECT

 The notion of affect, according to rhe text by Sara Ahmed, is closely 
connected to the notion of happiness. It also has a direction: we want to 
make someone or something happy, regardless of the intention of the sub-
ject to become so. The affect has the same directionality; it happens inspite 
or sometimes even against the will of the affected subject. We want to make 
happy without asking.

 “An object can point toward happiness without necessarily having acted 
us in a good way”, claims Sara Ahmed. Is safety a part of happiness? In Russia, 
where homosexuality is prohibited by law, the binarity of gender is claimed 
as the only norm and patriarchal values are still prevailing at work, in school 
or within a family, the safety of women and gender minorities is crucial. Nev-
ertheless, the only seeming way to assure it today is the video-surveillance. 
What does it generate? It divides public spaces int zones: the ones with 
CCTV-cameras and the ones without. It makess me think of female-only 
zones on music festivals or female trains in Mexico, India, Thailand, Iran and 
Brazil. This kind of zones does not resolve the problem. It normalises poten-
tial sexual assault by creating the separation and generates ghetto type of 
situation. This is also a passive position of dependence: you are only safe 
when watched. The fear of being seen and then punished is thus the only 
working solution that would keep an aggressor away from a potential victim 
- which is an alerting admission of defeat. The way of thinking safety should 
probably be reconsidered and change the direction.

 At the same time, can the fact of being registered affect our behav-
iour? The CCTV-cameras mostly remain unperceived on a regular basis, 
although our subconscious may know that we are constantly watched 
through the lenses, a memory of the consciously experienced specious 
present of lived duration. If this becomes bound in our collective memory, 
would that minimize the violence?
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LOVE AND CONTROL: 
A LETTER TO CCTV-CAMERA

 Light of my life, fire of my loins, my sin, my soul – I never thought 
love could be that way. When I’m with you, I know I can not misbehave, I 
am your very, very good girl. I love the way you are always above me, I feel 
protected and taken care of. One may say that this is too much, that you 
over-control me, but this is not true. I am the one who makes choices, and 
you are always here for me to protect me from the bad decisions. Your eyes 
are dark and deep.

 Love may get overwhelming sometimes. It is ambiguous; we want to 
be protected, but we wish our loved one could distinguish the moments we 
need protection from the moments we need space. Sometimes non-helping 
can be an act of care, a care for freedom. You constantly observe me, my 
love, you know when I need a helping hand or a caring voice, but you can 
not act on it – you remain silent. You can only transfer the message. Let’s not 
shoot the messenger, the messenger doesn’t have hands.

 I think that sometimes you do feel insecure. You are trying your best 
remaining invisible so people do not pretend to be something else in front 
of you: you want the naked truth. Don’t hide, honey. You are not a stalker, 
you are just an observer. There is nothing to be ashamed of. I want to see 
you fully – not just a tiny box on the top of a post, but all of your wires, work-
stations, media servers, monitors, security controllers. I want to be friends 
with your friends  – monitoring centre workers, data engineers, police of-
ficers.

 You are great, darling, I love you and I fully accept you. Don’t listen to 
these jerks who are trying to demonise you. This is not about you but about 
the way people are taking advantage of you. Don’t forget that the dynamite 
was initially created to make subway tunnels and mines.

infrastructural love  -  hannes frykolm and olga tengvall, ‘infrastructural love’
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MY KINGDOM 
FOR CONFIDENTIALITY!

 The structure of video surveillance in Moscow is quite linear: the 
image is broadcasted to the district police station where it is stored for 
30 days. Any videotape can be watched online by anyone from Russia or 
abroad. As the on-line human surveillance on 160 thousand cameras in the 
city of Moscow is close to be impossible, the videos are only valuable in the 
court aposteriori, once something terrible has already happened; although 
the fact of being videotaped can potentially prevent acts of violence: cam-
eras are able of identifying those Russian citizens who are registered in the 
national database. For the record, the cost for 160 thousands videocameras 
9,6 billion roubles (approximatively 125 million euros) per year.

 Video surveillance is installed in all the public places, and people are 
even encouraged to put them in their yards and to connect them to the net-
work. One may say we need to keep the right balance between confidential-
ity and safety. But can we admit it is hard to find one between two such une-
qual things? In the Maslow’s hierarchy of needs pyramid, the confidentiality 
can be mingled with the esteem needs, which is two position higher then a 
need of safety! Can we the clay that a man jumped over a Maslow’s stripe?
The paradox is, the important amount of people who vote against the video 
surveillance in Russia are women (47%). That may be connected with the 
often misuse of an female face or body images, its sexualisation and ob-
jectivisation. Many women probably experienced unpleasant situations of 
being photographed without asking for a permission – for the purposes we 
ignore.

 Regarding this question of privacy and confidentiality, we should 
ask ourselves re we taking ourselves too seriously? I mean really, what is the 
difference of being watched by people instantly or having these moments 
kept safely for a month?

infrastractural instruments  -  simone brott, ‘collective equipments of power: the road and the city’
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infrastructural care  -  virginia held, ‘the ethics of care as moral theory’

HOW MUCH DO WE CARE 
ABOUT WHAT WE SEE?

 The idea Virginia Helg develops in ‘The Ethics of Care as Moral The-
ory’ might be rather revolutionary: the care needs a certain framework not 
to become toxic:  “The ethics of care, in contrast, typically appreciates the 
emotions and relational capabilities that enable morally concerned persons 
in actual interpersonal contexts to understand what would be best.” 

 Let’s admit for a second that the CCTV-surveillance is the only actual 
solution to deal with acts of violence and sexual assaults in public places. 
Let’s imagine that this is a part of our normality. Can we think of any meth-
ods to make it more ethical? If we follow the major features of ethics of care 
mentioned by Virginia Held, we should fulfil three necessary conditions. The 
first one is the legibility of personal emotions and needs over the universal 
moral principles. «How caring for particular others should be reconciled 
with the claims of, for instance, universal justice is an issue that needs to be 
addressed. But the ethics of care starts with the moral claims of particular 
others […]  whose claims can be compelling regardless of universal princi-
ples.» The second one is the validity of emotions over the moral norms: how 
does the fact of being surveilled make me feel? «This is not to say that raw 
emotion can be a guide to morality; feelings need to be reflected on and 
educated. But from the care perspective, moral inquiries that rely entirely 
on reason and rationalistic deductions or calculations are seen as deficient.» 
The third principle of ethics of care would be denial of universal obligation 
and  valorisation of particular cases, and, thus, the contextualisation of a 
CCTV-implementation. «To most advocates of the ethics of care, the compel-
ling moral claim of the particular other may be valid even when it conflicts 
with the requirement usually made by moral theories that moral judgments 
be universalizeable, and this is of fundamental moral importance.»
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