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Biblioteksplatsen, “The Library square”, Rosengård. A CCTV camera is monitoring the public 
space and bike lane and walking path through the centre at an 360 degree angle.  
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INTRODUCTION  

This case study is the result of my reflections during the course Architecture and Gender: 
Introduction, autumn 2018. My case study is about the infrastructure of CCTV surveillance in 
Rosengård. 
 
Rosengård is a modernist city district built in the 1960s - 70s. It is centrally located in Malmö, yet it 
feels peripheral. Reasons for this can be found in the architectural design with traffic separation and 
large scale housing, which do not facilitate the streetlife one expects from a city district. It can also 
be a consequence of the area being socio economically stigmatized and lacking features which 
attract people. Around 23 000 people live here. 
 
Rosengård is divided by Amiralsgatan, a main road leading into the city of Malmö. The 
neighborhoods located on the south side of Amiralsgatan are on the Police’s list of especially 
vulnerable districts. (Nationella operativa avdelningen Underrättelseenheten. 2017). These areas has 
become largely affected by drug- and gun related crime. It is mostly young boys and young men who 
are active in the criminal networks or gangs operating in the district.  
 
As a response to the development of social unrest the Police and the property owners were 
permitted to install 28 CCTV cameras in 14 different spots in the most crime exposed parts of 
Rosengård.(H. Grosshög. 2018.) Since summer 2018, the public space in the residential districts 
Törnrosen, Örtagården and Herrgården, are monitored.  
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GENDERED INFRASTRUCTURES: CONTROL 

The CCTV cameras forms a concrete, yet invisible and abstract, infrastructure supporting society’s 
aim to keep crime low and public space. Large parts of the public space in Rosengård is now 
surveilled by CCTV cameras, monitoring what happens down on the ground from their place high up 
on the facades, recording all at an 360 degree angle. Today, many public spaces are surveilled. CCTV 
cameras have become an integrated part of the infrastructure for safety, and as such a tool for 
preventing, as well as solving, crime. The discussion about privacy and the risks of camera 
surveillance has been overshadowed by a general acceptance and even a positive attitude towards 
them. The risks of violating people’s integrity are in this case subordinated the benefits of security 
for most.  
 
Still I wonder how people feel about being surveilled in their own neighborhood? And does gender 
affect the way people feel about surveillance? A report made by The Police show that women in so 
called vulnerable districts are likely to feel more unsafe than women from other areas (Nationella 
operativa avdelningen Underrättelseenheten. 2017.). Crime in Rosengård grow from social unrest, 
fertilized with destructive male norms. Maybe also the lack of women and queer agency due to a 
dominance of patriarchal norms in public space? In The Internet of Things, Kelly Easterling (K. 
Easterling. 2012) writes about how we use digital devices at the extent that space itself has become 
irrelevant for many, in the sense that one depend a lot on the information coming from mobile 
phones rather than the space around us - yet the architecture itself and the non-human objects in 
public space does not collect information and do not have agency to interact and transmit 
information. Yet. Except for CCTV cameras which allow the Police to monitor public space and collect 
data. Many don’t seem to care about lost integrity though. The people I met in Rosengård surprised 
me, by being all positive. Eight grown ups and a group of young boys all agreed on it being good. Less 
bad things happens now, a woman said and pointed at the cameras on a facade at the square at 
Bennet’s bazaars.  
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INFRASTRUCTURAL VULNERABILITIES: SAFETY 

 
 
It was so horrible. I came home at half past nine and parked my car, got out and then I saw it, I saw the boy 
getting shot, Yasmine said.  

- He was just a boy. He always sat outside with friends, speaking, and now he’s dead.  
Yasmine lives in Rosengård. She came home to accidentally  witness a 20 year old neighbor getting shot in the 
head. One in a row of tragic shootings in Malmö this year. The killer escaped on a scooter.  
 
Judith Butler discusses vulnerability and resistance (J. Butler.2014.). She examines different understandings of 
vulnerability and argues that it is not the opposite to, but part of, political resistance. Her text is concerned 
with state power as a threat to vulnerable people like women and minorities, and the paternalistic power of 
military and police which can force these groups of the streets, out of public space, limiting their right to 
speak. In a Swedish context this happens quite rarely, yet when it happens the CCTV cameras are there to 
witness also this kind of violence.  
 
I have no answers, only questions. How does it affect a child, and later teenager, to grow up in a neighborhood 
which is constantly being stigmatised by structural racism, low income, bad schooling, low trust in authorities 
and visible paternalistic norms setting the tone in public space? Can we understand the violence that young 
boys, young men, practice in their own neighborhood as some kind of communication, without defending it? 
Can the criminal violence be political resistance expressed, even though very blunt and unreflected?  
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INFRASTRUCTURAL INSTRUMENTS: TOOLS 

 

 
“The recorded material is erased after two months and the police have set up barriers so that it is 
not allowed to look into apartment houses or public buildings. Only some police officers are allowed 
to follow that cameras film in real time.” (D. Lennartsson. 2018).  
 
CCTV surveillance as an intervention against crime derives from the ideas of Bentham’s Panopticon, 
an ethically controversial solution to social problems (T. McMullan. 2016).The CCTV of today is a 
chain of controlling eye-balls often placed high up on facades, impossible to break by throwing 
stones, impossible to reach. They are managed by the Police and how they are used follows swedish 
laws and regulations for data protection. 
 
CCTV is an infrastructure if tools for society to maintain social order, and to improve and develop the 
methods used by the Police. When CCTV is used in the public space within a housing area it affects 
the population. Many feel safer, others feel disturbed. Research show that it makes drug sellers 
change place for business and even though this does not stop crime, it helps by causing 
disturbances. This is important as neighborhood becomes “criminalized” when crime is not stopped. 
People get affected as they witness crime and criminal residents, no matter they are few, threatens 
neighbors and families. This makes things worse, as people then do not dare to speak to the Police 
or report crime because of fear of punishment (Nationella operativa avdelningen 
Underrättelseenheten. 2017.).  
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INFRASTRUCTURAL LOVE: DEAR CAMERA 

 
 
I write to cheer You up, since I heard You felt impopular and sad about that. I realise it’s too long 
since I told You how much I appreciate what You are, and what You do for me, for us all in the 
neighborhood. You are so protective, so observant and register all about us in the public space. 
Down there on the ground, You see the little kid playing with his dog, the old ladies sitting on the 
bench, me in a hurry to catch the bus. So caring, and always awake, never giving up on monitoring 
our lives. Thanks so much for making my walk through the neighborhood safer. Thank You for 
making the criminals move their business to another place, they have to be somewhere, but not 
where I am anymore. I thought of Your future recently. Don’t You want to be updated with new 
software, so that You can make calculations of the things You see and record? I can imagine You’d 
like that. Then You could guard us even better, like a true AI - robot. Maybe guide us to, by being the 
link between us and what’s around us? Be patient my friend, the engineers and programmers work 
as fast as they can to develop new editions of You. And the Police love You already, just as You are. 
And many citizens do. Yet some protest. I will always love You though, but probably I will love Your 
replacement even more. But no need to worry Camera, You won’t remember anything of this when 
You’re replaced. But I will always remember You, always be thinking of that Camera and cherish the 
“retro-edition” of You. The enigmatic black eye watching us all from above. Like a protective eagle in 
the sky. Maybe… it will be possible to send a digital postcard showing a picture You just took of us? 
If we were digitally connected to You via our smartphones? Wouldn’t that be great? And then You’d 
have no problems of being popular.  
/ M 
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INFRASTRUCTURAL AFFECTS: DIFFERENCES 

 
 
While reading Sara Ahmed’s text Happy Objects (S. Ahmed. 2010) I reflect on public space and 
design for happiness in the sense certain behaviours leading to expected and wanted social order. 
Gender roles are extra visible in public space. They manifest in who sit where, who looks at who, 
who walks alone and who doesn’t, and why. In Rosengård centrum, inside the mall, there are two 
cafés which are crowded with men, socializing. Almost no women sit there. I know women who has 
tried to sit there. They felt uneasy and some were even told to leave, just because they were 
women. The promise of happiness at that café is not fulfilled, on the contrary one feel alienated.  
 
Another café in Rosengård is located in the public space at Bennet’s Bazaar, a few minutes walk from 
the shopping mall. Bennet’s bazaar comprices a small scale center and an outdoor public space 
located along the path way through Örtagården, a residential area in the city district Rosengård, 
Malmö. Bennet’s Bazaar was designed by Jaenecke Arkitekter as part of a regeneration of Rosengård 
in 2009/2010. It comprice 12 new premises attached to the already existing residential buildings 
from the time the district was built in the 1960s- 70s. The aim of was to create opportunities for 
entrepreneurs to live and work in the same building. The client was the public housing company 
MKB, also hoping to give the place a better service, a more vivid public life and social control 
(Jaenecke.se).  
 
The public space in Bennet’s Bazaar is, like the Rosengård centrum shopping mall, characterized by 
the flow of people shopping and socializing there, but as it is an outdoor space also by those walking 
and biking through on their way to or from Rosengård Centrum. The architecture has a brutalist style 
with an asian touch, made of concrete and with green roofs. The square in front of the bazaars is lit 
by a row of large scale metal outdoor lightning which glow of different colors in the dark. Some 
benches are placed in the middle and as time has passed plants and trees has grown to give public 
life some privacy. Opposite the little square and lower residential buildings with the bazaars, several 
high rise brown brick housing stands. Together the buildings frame the public space and creates a 
social space where people gather and pass through.  During my visits to this public space I have 
noticed that there are many men of different ages meeting at here, sitting at the café, chatting, 
smoking, working in the shops. This café affects me totally different than the “men cafées” in the 
mall. Here I feel safe, and I am not alone. Other women also come here, to shop, meet and chat. 
Children and youth also spend time here.  
 
And over us - CCTV - the black eye-ball in the sky. 
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INFRASTRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE: POLISH  

 
 

“The recorded material is erased after two months and the police have set up barriers so that it is not 
allowed to look into apartment houses or public buildings. Only some police officers are allowed to 

follow that cameras film in real time.” (D. Lennartsson. 2018) 
 

CCTV can be said to be the infrastructure that only shines when something terrible happens. 
Otherwise it works in the background, silently, to affect the way people behave. But when someone 
has been shot, the CCTV can reveal the secrets of the public space to the Police. All infrastructures 
can fail. Most of them fail at some point if they are not maintained. Roads, rails and bridges can 
break. The internet can collapse if it is hacked.  
 
The failure of CCTV cameras might be of another kind, unless it is shut down by lack of electricity or 
another, mechanical reason, its failure could be its inability of reaching far enough and therefore not 
capture all of the necessary evidence in case of a crime in the public space it is set to surveille. It can 
deceive us, misleading us to believe it’s all is ok, just because we do not see bad things happen in the 
public space monitored by CCTV cameras? What happens in the shadows of the CCTV? If there exists 
a vulnerability of relying on CCTV, or not, is not debated. I think of all families who have lost their 
sons to violence. A CCTV can help catching murderers, but it is the social relations who will help 
reconstructing the trust and like in housework it is the mothers who contribute the most, I dare to 
say.  
 
The situation is visibly gendered. The modernist project from which Rosengård derives is at large 
extent created by male architects within a discourse where women’s household work was measured 
and standardized and children’s play were regarded important in contrast to the earlier days in the 
1900s. This affected how planners prioritized to separate cars from greenery. Today these million 
housing program public spaces has become questioned. They are not well maintained, and are 
experienced as unsafe. They are quite monotonous in their expression, not varied like the city core 
of Malmö. 
 
Catharina Gabrielsson (2017) writes on housework in a multi dimensioned sense where women’s 
housework can be compared to the maintenance of houses, both regarded low class work. I find this 
interesting since I recognize a similarity in unemployed nightwalking mothers who engage in the 
maintenance of their local youth, who unemployed do it because they know the importance of the 
polishing the human relations, like cleaning or mending one’s house is too. It is all about love, hard 
work and the polish made of tears and a great desire to protect children and youth against social 
damage, or to mend what’s broken. The CCTV is mended by technical support (a male dominated 
profession). Social trust is mended by socially responsible human beings (often mothers).  
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INFRASTRUCTURAL CARE: SOCIAL CARE 

 
 
I met a group of playful teenage boys on the bike lane outside the library in Rosengård.  
- What do You think of the surveillance cameras up there? I pointed at a CCTV camera placed just 
under the roof on the Sports centre. 
The boys looked up, chuckling and looking around. 
- It’s good for society...but not for us. We do bad stuff, one of them said still chuckling. 
Another boy said: 
- 360! 360 degrees! It can see all the way from here to Babylon. 
Babylon is a supermarket at the end of the main walking path through Rosengård. When I later biked 
there, I realized what he meant. It is true, the cameras see You almost everywhere in the public 
space in Rosengård. 
 
These boys have insight. They know they might be involved in social relations that can lead to a 
criminal path. Safety is part of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Everyone has the right to 
life, liberty and security of person (Article 3.). How does society care for these young boys? 
 
In Malmö social sustainability is central in developing the city. The quote above this text is taken 
from Virginia Held’s The Ethics of Care: Personal, Political, and Global, and illustrates my thoughts on 
social sustainability. When discussing CCTV in socio economically exposed districts it is important to 
always keep in mind not to divide people into “us and them”. Then a spiral of distrust emerges which 
often also is gendered in the sense we put a spotlight on our society’s most vulnerable young boys 
fostered in the most exposed districts and stigmatize them already from the beginning.  
 
CCTV can not solve these problems, but if the use of it were discussed with teenagers and they got 
to know the theories behind the use of CCTV, maybe this could make them interested in the social 
care taking of their own neighborhood? If teachers and other key professionals in the district would 
discuss how social unrest, socio economic inequality and gender roles affect life in public space, 
maybe something positive can happen which facilitates social care for one another?  
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CONCLUSION 

My starting point when choosing CCTV in Rosengård as a case study was my ambivalence concerning 
the benefits of monitoring public space in a residential area. What about the risks of the integrity of 
the residents, can it not be violated? The social stigmatization, will it not increase if a residential area 
that is already socially exposed, is also monitored by CCTV put there by the Police and the property 
owners?  
 
After spending time with literature and being present in the area many times in different times of 
the day, it is my belief that most people do not feel threatened at all. They rather embrace the CCTV 
since they have seen less bad things happening, as one of the women I spoke to expressed it.  
 
As we are getting used to surveillance via our digital devices and software like Google, Facebook, 
Instagram and other, we freely give our data away. There are risks with this of course, and we are 
generally naive and know too little about what others can find out from our data. I have not aimed 
to go deeper into these aspects of surveillance here though.  
 
As an infrastructure I have found CCTV to be a dominant, yet hardly visible, infrastructure in 
Rosengård today and it is clear that it is put there for a reason: the male dominated violence and 
crime taking place there deriving from the current social unrest. Social unrest has many causes, of 
which bad schooling is one, intertwined with socio economic vulnerability. There are not one reason, 
but many risk factors, which can lead youth towards a criminal path.  
 
I finish this study still ambivalent but a bit more certain in my beliefs that the social inequality which 
characterizes Rosengård and other similar city districts must be addressed and solved. No one who 
has a real choice becomes criminal, I believe. And CCTV is violating our integrity, we just do not get 
hurt by it if we don’t engage in crime.  
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Thanks to Teodor & Kate, best duckies. 
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