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“ T h e  M o n u m e n t  o f  a  m e m o r y , 
y o u  t e a r  i t  d o w n  i n  y o u r  h e a d ”

–  F.  We l c h  –
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I n t r o d u c t I o n

Through this Seminar series I have attempted to un-
derstand and analyse the infrastructure of  memory 
through the specific case study of  Stockholms momu-
ments and memorials. Part of  this research involved 
mapping those within in the central Stockholm, some 
130 momuments. Though not an exhausive map, it of-
fers an insight into the nature of  remebering within the 
city and the story it has to tell.
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Mo n u M e n t s  & Me M o r i a l s

Considering a broader definition of  infrastructure allows a clearer understanding of  our cities as 
complex interconnected systems. Infrastructure refers to the structure underneath, to the devices 
that supports human and nonhuman life.  Architecture is often portrayed as this autonomous act, 
yet in most contexts relies heavily on the presence of  infrastructure. From basic utilities such as 
water and electricity, to public transport systems and roads.  Architecture is often at the interface 
between infrastructure systems and its users. 

Our cities, their infrastructure and their buildings have most often been designed and built by men. 
Historically, architecture is very much linked to the masculine gender. Cities are dense with layers 
of  meaning and memory, a physical representation of  history. Our cities specifically remember 
certain members of  society, through the dedication of  churches, the naming of  streets and the 
erection of  monuments and memorials. Throughout Stockholm there are countless statues and 
structures dedicated to various people and events. They are often seen individually, in a park or 
dotted along the waterfront. However when they are read collectively they could be considered as 
an infrastructure of  memory. 

This infrastructure of  memory is easily found to be a gendered one. It celebrates and remembers 
predominantly men more than women. Kings who won wars, invaded countries and oppressed 
cultures and communities. Great inventors, scientists and writers. Our cities still remember these 
individuals. Monuments and memorials act as physical reminders of  these people or events, but 
specifically of  the version chosen to be remembered. In time our attitude and conception of  these 
memories changes along with the identity of  the city. People who were once celebrated, are no 
longer considered in such a favourable light. Importantly this infrastructure fails to represent the 
diversity of  the countries evolving identity. It is a subconscious system that quietly reiterates a his-
tory that celebrates him over her.
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Th e C i T y  a s  a Me M o ry

The infrastructure of  memory is experienced as individual components, the full extent of  the 
system is never fully viewed at once. Infrastructures are most often experienced from within. We 
interact with parts or sequences of  infrastructure. Railway system cross cities, counties, countries 
and even continents. On a Monday morning however, one might only use a single stretch of  such a 
system. Water is one of  our most important commodities, essential to human life, though in an ur-
ban contexts it is only ever visible when a tap is turned. When pipes burst or storm drains flood we 
become very aware of  this essential yet often invisible infrastructure.  The proposed conception 
of  an infrastructure of  memory is in contrast perhaps to that of  water or electricity. Its purpose 
is not immediately tangible or practical. That individuals, people or events have been specifically 
memorialised, omits often the initial motivation.

Monuments can act as important points of  pilgrimage, culturally significant and often tied to 
identity. People use them as meeting points, as markers in the city, allowing navigation and allow-
ing the city itself  to be memorised. Tourist and visitors perhaps interact with this infrastructure 
more consciously than the local inhabitants, in part due to their new and inquisitive view. Signs and 
plaques elucidate to the significance of  the individual parts, providing facts, dates and explanation. 
Their political, social and cultural significance, influence how they are used or viewed. Contested 
figures can become points of  focus, such as the Statue of  Karl XII which has become a rallying 
point for Swedish nationalists groups. 

Memorials to painful or catastrophic events can become important points of  meaning in a city, 
like the Jewish holocaust memorial in Stockholm, or of  course more significantly in Berlin, or in 
Poland and Austria. Indeed one could conceive and consider these interconnected monuments 
as a wider infrastructural system. The sobriety and consideration these monuments inspire and 
demand is not always given. They are instead used as backdrops for selfies or a game of  hide and 
seek, a problem that effects the holocaust memorial in Berlin. The form a monument takes is often 
a cause for much debate, as they are such permanent artefacts.
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M e a n i n g s  &  M o t i v a t i o n s

The components of  memory infrastructure have differing purposes. Throughout the history of  
monument building there has been many different motives for their construction. The emergence 
of  building monuments extends far back in history. The Romans built triumphal arches to cel-
ebrate their military victories. Later examples are more closely linked to social, political and cultural 
influences. Each structure expresses specific ideas, such as what it is to be a man or a women. They 
can be expressions of  national identity, defining and suggesting what it is to be Swedish. Through-
out history it is evident there has been many different motives for monument building.   In Stock-
holm there are numerous examples of  these different types of  memory structures in the city.

Bågspännaren (1916) Kornhamnstorg, shows an archer tensioning his crossbow, preparing to de-
fend his country. It is a memorial to the rebel leader Engelbrekt Engelbrektsson and his uprising 
in 1400, against Eric of  Pomerania. It can be seen very much as a piece of  national romanticism. It 
celebrates the heroism of  men that were willing to fight and defend their nation.  The date of  this 
piece links it to the national romantic movement. The workers movement of  the early twentieth 
century is celebrated in several works, most notably in Norra Bantorget. The Branting-monu-
mentet (1952) depicts a demonstration of  workers, with the key figures of  the movement shown 
in front, the leader Hjalmar Branting sculpted at a huge scale. Other memorials celebrate efforts 
of  solidarity by such as La Mano (1977) which is dedicated to the Swedes who fought in the Span-
ish civil war. A third of  those that went to fight, never returned. Mythology and folk stories are 
remembered too, such as Thor in Mariatorget (1903) raising his hammer to destroy the Midgård-
sormen, a kind of  mythological sea serpent that wraps around the world. From Norse mythology 
to the workers movement.  Within the memory infrastructure of  Stockholm the different stories, 
events, narratives and even myths that make up the identity of  the country can be seen. 
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Tors Fiske, 1903.
Anders Wissler,
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T o  T h e  I n f r a s T r u c T u r e  o f  M e M o r y

Your many components are dispersed throughout the city, sometimes subtly sometimes dominant-
ly, each reminding me of  human life and culture. The history of  this place is communicated to me, 
by you. Your symbolism and meaning are both beautiful and pertinent, the inherent artistic quality 
of  your individual parts, creating a city wide network of  art. Each sculpture or statue is designed 
to tell me something of  the city’s history, of  the people that have existed and the lives they lived. 
The beauty of  your monuments enriches the city and my life too. Without you I would be lost. You 
help me to navigate the matrix of  the city, to visualise it in my mind. You have the power to move 
me, to communicate joy or sadness, victory and loss. As infrastructure should do, you connect me, 
not to a resource or a destination, but to time itself, to the story of  a place. Without you I may 
never consider the past. Events may be forgotten. 

My love for you however does not blind me. I know you do not celebrate or remember everything 
equally. You tell me the story that was given to you by the men that created you. The lies, inaccura-
cies and misguided conceptions they held were passed and instilled to you. And you relay this to 
me, every day, surreptitiously through your subtle assertions, your appearances in my world. I can 
forgive your flaws, as one can forgive the limited knowledge of  those that created you. In the light 
of  your beauty, of  your cultural importance, I find further evidence to forgive you, but I cannot 
forget you flaws altogether either. 

The love I have for you is why I want you to change. I ask you to improve and test your memory. 
I need you to remember those who have been repressed in your memory, and for you to indicate 
your own faults, in order for me to love you fully.
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M i s s i n g  M e M o r i e s 

There is a question of  representation and of  visibility that this collection of  structure raises. Who 
is missing? When one considers the number of  individual women that are remembered in contrast 
to that of  individual men, a disparity is exposed. What does this disparity say about Swedish his-
tory, and the respective roles of  men and women? 

In her book Discrimination by design, Leslie Kanes Weisman discusses relationship between gen-
der and space. She suggests a link between certain spatial aspects and gender, such as an associa-
tion between height and success as related to the male tendency or expectation of  height. The fact 
that many monuments and memorials are physically elevated it suggests that they are on higher 
levels, they are above society, to be looked up at. It also could been seen to suggest a somewhat 
autonomous conception of  the figure or person, unrelated to the context that has supported and 
created them. This tendency of  raising the monument, changes more in contemporary sculpture, 
where the work is sometimes on the same level as the viewer. 

Considering those that are excluded from this infrastructure is also interesting. Often it is the 
significant individual that is celebrated, the figures of  society, the kings and the leaders. However, 
the more peripheral members of  our society are rarely remembered. There is rarely anything that 
celebrates those in perhaps ordinary or unremarkable positions who support society. What about 
those who do not conform to the preconceived or inflexible ideals of  a society?

These issues are perhaps more noticeable in different contexts, such as the examples of  statues 
of  confederate figures in southern states of  the US. The racial violence that is still perpetuated 
against minorities is celebrated on their streets and in their squares. The infrastructure of  memory 
supports certain narratives, and these can often be misleading or skewed. They are often funded 
and placed by those in position of  power, who are able to exclude those that don’t represent the 
image and narrative they want to support.  
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The Two Kings of 
kungsträdgården
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R e m e m b e R i n g  R u l e R s

The reason why some people are celebrated in our cities and others not can often in time be for-
gotten. For example there are many kings of  Sweden remembered through a number of  statues 
in the city centre. In kungsträdgården there are two Kings – Karl XII and Karl XIII. The former 
is known for his courage and his mind in war, the latter for his indecision and poor leadership. 
Karl XII is shown pointing towards Russia, atop a plinth surrounded by four gunpowder caskets, 
symbolising his military campaigns. Karl XIII is shown likewise atop a plinth this time surrounded 
by four lions. Informally the statue of  Karl XII is known as the Lion surrounded by pots while 
Karl XIII’s is known as the pot surrounded by lions. The celebration of  war, calculated violence, 
invasion of  territories, is somehow in tension with Sweden’s contemporary image of  a peaceful 
nation, one that has not been to war for 200 years. 

The memorialising of  kings is especially interesting when looked at in relation to gender in the 
monarchy. Until 1980 the role of  king, could only be filled by a male. Therefore the majority of  
heads of  state in Sweden have been men. The literal and figurative head of  state has always been 
male, with only a small number of  exception such as Christina Alexandra. The associated informal 
naming of  the statues, offers an insight into how men are expected to behave. The pot and the 
Lion, one is the archetypal man, supposed to have been emotionless, a military man, courageous, 
strong, a true leader. The other was easily influenced and seen as weak. Their respective monu-
ments embody and enshrine this through symbolism, occupying one of  the most central locations 
in the city – interesting land formally owned by the king. In a way it fails, by supporting outdated 
and static ideas of  what it is to be a man. Does this reflect the image Sweden would now project 
of  its men? Or does it actually link to the underlying gender roles we still perform and encourage 
in society? 
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C a r i n g  F o r  M e M o r i e s

Often the issue is that these structures are static, fixed. They are designed and conceived as fixed 
immovable objects. Part of  the nature of  a monument or memorial is that it makes a permanent 
presence for something temporal. Perhaps a way of  caring for this infrastructure is to compliment 
it with structures and additions which allow for and record changing interpretations. Architecture 
could provide the space for discussion and reinterpretation, for events and activity that reconsider 
the narratives and stories of  this infrastructure. This may be in more permanent interventions or 
more temporary ones. Creating temporary structures that hide or re-frame monuments, support-
ing the reconsideration of  specific monuments and their meaning. Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s 
Wrapped Reichstag, is a good example of  the kind of  intervention that stimulates discussion and 
contemplation. For two weeks in 1995 they wrapped the Reichstag as a way of  symbolically high-
lighting and questioning this icon of  democracy within the German Capital. Though their work is 
more clearly defined as art, the scale and intent interact with architecture. 

Through selected and targeted interventions architecture can be used to challenge the narratives 
and ideals held up by the existing infrastructures of  memory. This may be by addressing the need 
for new or renewed monuments. How could those underrepresented by this infrastructure be 
included? Can architecture help spatialize inadequacies in this system and within the society it 
supports. Such as with the two Kings, should such traditional and arguably outdated models of  
masculinity be celebrated and allowed to populate our public space?  Can architecture be the way 
to do this? Highlighting what exists and how it fails us is a way of  caring for this infrastructure. 
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